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Nestled between the forest and the river, between the Midwest,
Appalachia, and the South, Lawrence County findsitself bordered
by and blended with assets, challenges, and identities. While
sparsely populated and developed, except for along the Ohio
River, the people of Lawrence County are hearty, resilient, and
resolute when it comes to change, yet deeply rooted in place.
Still, there are those who see what the county could become:
a place where the forest is an attraction, the river a connection,
and opportunity flows more freely. A county where the wildland
Is conserved, and development is strategic — a place not just to
visit, but to stay—a place where identity is not borrowed from
neighbors but woven by those who callithome.

— Caroline Van Buskirk
Student, School of Planning



Introduction

A master plan gives us a vision, but more importantly, it
gives us a path forward. It helps us prioritize opportunities,
pursue funding strategically and make investments

that can serve Lawrence County for generations.”

—DeAnnaHolliday
County Commissioner
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Where the foothills of the Appalachians dip their toes into the silver
ribbon of the Ohio River, Lawrence County stands as a testament to
the iron-willed spirit of the American frontier.

Itis aland defined by the rhythm of the water and the deep, coal-black
shadows of the forest - a place where history isn't just remembered,
but etched into the very stones of the hillsides.

Building on Momentum, Toward a Holistic Vision

Lawrence County leadership, along with regional partners and grassroots
organizations have been working on recreational and cultural initiatives in the
county for decades. The Wonderful Waterfronts Initiative has already secured
state funding to reimagine four riverfront communities — Proctorville/Lock 27,
[ronton, South Point, and Burlington — as improved public destinations. The KYOVA
Interstate Planning Commission's tri-state transportation framework has identified
many important projects to improve multimodal transportation routes through
and around the county. The Symmes Creek Restoration Committee has spent
many years advocating for the ODNR Paddle Trail designation and rails-to-trails
concepts for the county's abandoned rail corridors have circulated in community
conversation for years, waiting for a framework to carry them forward.

Each of these efforts has largely developed on its own track, funded, planned, and
championed by different agencies and advocates, often without a shared structure
to link them into a single, legible framework. What Lawrence County needs is a
vision to connect these efforts and to supplement these efforts to improve quality of
life for its current and future residents and to provide economic development dollars
through eco-tourism opportunities.

That is the task that the Lawrence County Commission set out for this master plan:
engage the University of Cincinnati's Planning program, guided collaboratively by
STUDIOS Architecture, to take stock of the county's existing assets and weave
them into one hoalistic vision — one where the furnace ruins, the paddle trails of
Symmes Creek, and the Ohio Riverfront are not disconnected destinations, but
chaptersin the same continuous experience.

‘If everybody gives a little bit,
we can do a whole lot”

- Mike Finley
County Commissioner

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

This master plan seeks to:

Identify
and leverage the robust natural and
cultural assets of Lawrence County

Improve
existing public amenities

Propose
projects that provide increased access
by residents to recreation opportunities

Connect
existing and proposed projects through
anetwork of multimodal routes
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Four Corridor Framework Map
Source: Various Student Projects
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West Corridor
The Furnace Trail

Middle Corridor
East-West Connector

East Corridor
Symmes Creek

South Corridor
Along the Ohio River

Executive Summary
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What follows in this master plan is documentation of our discoveries,
project recommendations, the process for development of the
master plan, examples of student work, and a variety of comparable
community project case studies. Implementing any of the
recommendations will require further study including community
and regulatory engagement, planning and design, cost and
implementation schedules.

In the Spring of 2025, the Lawrence County Commission passed a resolution
to engage the University of Cincinnati's Planning School in the development of
a Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the county. The University was to be
guided by STUDIOS Architecture with the support of the Commissioners and the
Lawrence County Economic Development Corporation. Given that some plans
were already being implemented for improving recreational opportunities, such
as the four Governor's office funded Ohio River projects, this master plan was to
develop a vision for the recreation opportunities throughout the county. There was
also a desire to help prioritize the opportunities so that they can be implemented
in phases over a 10-15 year time period. During early discussions with the LEDC
and Commissioners, it became clear that the fundamental goal of this master plan
should be toimprove the quality of life for county residents and provide for economic
development opportunities through eco-tourism, recreation and cultural events.

UG, working with STUDIOS, developed a three semester course curriculum to
create the master plan. The process began in the summer of 2025 identifying
existing assets within the county that could contribute to the master plan. The work
included site visits, meeting with the County Commissioners, and a workshop with
residents. It was during this early exploration that the University recommended
adding cultural opportunities to the plan after learning of the strong cultural heritage
in the county including sites that were utilized in the Underground Railroad system
for freedom seekers crossing into free territory.

The Fall semester was used to identify project opportunities that could supplement
work that was already underway in the county. Additional site visits were made
along with presentations by the students to representatives of the County
Commissionand the LEDC. This work included a vision for projects in a zone along
the Ohio River, two zones running parallel in the eastern and western portions of
the county, and a zone through the middle of the county south of Wayne National
Forest. The final semester, in the Spring of 2026, included additional outreach
to residents and organizations and further presentations for feedback. During
this semester, project opportunities were prioritized and a recommendation for a
county-wide, multi-modal network of roads and trails for walking, hiking and biking
was developed.

During exploration and research for the master plan, the University students and
faculty and members of STUDIOS Architecture discovered a county rich in natural
beauty and residents who are deeply proud of their community and active in
restoring, protecting and developing ideas for its future. This master plan illustrates
many of the unique features of the county that have contributed to its economic
success throughout history. Those features that helped shepherd in the pig iron
industry and the cultivation of the Rome Beauty Apple continue to be essential for
the success of this future thinking master plan.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

“Design has the power to
transform not only the
places we inhabit, but the
way we experience life,
connect with one another,
andimagine our future.”

— Todd DeGarmo
Principal, STUDIOS Architecture

“This planis about building
onwhat makes Lawrence
County special and creating
an even better quality of life
for the people who already
callit home, while giving new
families and visitors more
reasons to choose us.”

—DeAnna Holliday
County Commissioner

“This plan allows us to not only
dream of something better,
but a path to achieve it.”

—Dr.Colton Copley
County Commissioner

“They never came in with “the” idea.
They didn't tell us what “we” were
going to do. They brought their skills,
talents, and gifts to Lawrence County
and listened. How extraordinary.”

—Dylan Bentley
County Administrator, Lawrence County (OH) Commissioners' Office

Executive Summary
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What We Discovered

This section documents the major features of the county that make
the proposed Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan feasible.
The county has already undertaken many steps to improve the quality
of life for its residents. What we discovered should help create a plan
that builds toward a more connected community and landscape.

While visiting Lawrence County, meeting with residents and researching topics
that would shape the Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan, we discovered
a community that takes great pride in country living and natural beauty. There are
incredible recreational opportunities within the forests and waterways, family-
oriented experiences such as the longest running Memorial Day Parade, and rich
cultural heritage.

The county's population has long been tied to fluctuations in the industrial and
agricultural industries. The county has also experienced the largest population
decrease of the 88 counties in Ohio since the last census.

The landscape is shaped by steep topography that reaches from high mountain
areas down to the Ohio River with more than 90% of the population along the river's
edge. Wayne National Forest defines the northern edge of the more populated and
accessible areas within the county:.

Much of the land in the county is owned by Federal, State and Local governments
with additional land acquisition through the FEMA Stafford Act. The county's Public
Land Bank has continued to grow providing more opportunities for a connected
network of public parks and recreational opportunities.

There is a network of hiking, biking, off-road vehicle, and horse trails throughout the
county. There are also a number of roads that have or plan to have multi-modal
designations through the KYOVA transportation plan initiatives. There are several
opportunities to leverage, expand or connect these routes to provide a more robust
recreational blueprint.

With the abundance of waterways bounding and within the county, there are also
risks of flooding. The FEMA maps clearly illustrate the short and long-term flood
vulnerabilities. The areas also provide opportunities for planning and design of
resilient recreational strategies where other types of permanent construction may
not be feasible.

We also discovered and spoke with many residents who are very active within
the community - promoting and protecting the county's abundance of wildlife
and natural beauty. There have also been broader efforts such as the Recreation
Economy for Rural Communities which sought to improve trails and other natural
resources through public-private partnerships.

Additionally, the county has been implementing a phased approach to
transportation improvements utilizing the multi-state KYOVA Transportation Master
Plan. Elements of this plan, such as the Ohio River Scenic Byway make possible a
more active pedestrian experience for cyclists and hikers and communities along
the Ohio River.

“We have incredible natural,
recreational and cultural
assets in Lawrence County.
The opportunity now is to
connect them, promote them
and turn those assets into
experiences that benefit our
residents and strengthen

our local economy.”

—DeAnna Holliday
County Commissioner

What We Discovered

» Pride in Community

» Place Shaped by Geography

» Abundance of Natural Resources
» Cultural Significance

» Legacy of Iron and Apples

» Population Trends
Tied To Industry

» Influence of the Ohio River
.and Wayne National Forest

» Network of Trails

» Flood, Wildfire & Social
Vulnerabilities

» Community Activism
and Stewardship

» Planning Momentum
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What we discovered while exploring the county,
meeting with the residents and researching the
history was a culture of people with immense
pride in their community and a landscape with
many recreational, cultural and family-oriented
experiences.

“Sometimes we become so accustomed
to what surrounds us that we forget how
special itis. Lawrence County has beautiful
outdoor spaces, strong communities, rich
history and experiences that are worth
sharing with the rest of the region.”

—DeAnna Holliday
County Commissioner

Recreational Opportunities

Spanning 11119 reclaimed acres along the Lawrence-Gallia
county line, Crown City Wildlife Area offers rolling former mine
land now rich with forest, grassland, streams, and ponds. It's
a popular destination for hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking,
and wildlife watching — giving Lawrence County residents
access to large-scale, undeveloped outdoor recreation.

Family-Oriented Experiences

Ironton, Ohio hosts the oldest continuously running Memorial
Day parade in the United States, held every year since 1868
— the same year the Grand Army of the Republic established
May 30th as Decoration Day. Organized to honor Civil War
dead, it now recognizes veterans of all American wars,
drawing thousands annually to Ironton's downtown for a
12-division procession.

Cultural Significance

Built in 1849 near Burlington on Macedonia Hill, overlooking
the Ohio River, Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church is
Ohio's oldest Black congregation and its only surviving
antebellum Black church. As part of the Providence Anti-
Slavery Baptist Association, its ministers sheltered freedom
seekers crossing into free territory. Now on the National
Register of Historic Places and the National Underground
Railroad Network to Freedom, it's undergoing restoration into
a historic site and community center.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Natural landscape shapes cultural identity

Lawrence County shows how a distinctive natural landscape
can shape rich, place-based cultural identities across its
communities. Recognizing these distinct identities also
creates opportunities to strengthen connections between
communities and creatively build on this diversity of place.

Forest and Riverfront

About 73% of the County's population lives in jurisdictions
along the Ohio River, while the rest are in and around Wayne
National Forest. This reflects two distinct living environments
that give residents different everyday relationships with the
landscape.

Raccoon Creek Watershed and Little Scioto Watershed
The two watersheds that naturally shape the County's
geography offer a helpful lens for understanding how these
distinct communities have developed and how they might
grow more connected. Ironton's larger population has helped
it draw significant attention and opportunity; there's now a
chance to extend that momentum eastward.

Ohio River

The Ohio River underscores the County's unique location
at Ohio's southern tip. It's a natural boundary that many
residents cross daily for jobs and amenities, and in doing so, it
also serves as a point of connection linking Lawrence County
into abroader tri-state region.

Symmes Creek

Symmes Creek runs through the center of the County,
shaping the character of the land east and west of it and
offering a natural throughline that recreational and restoration
projects (like the Symmes Creek Restoration Committee's
work) can build onto link the two sides.

Population Density Transect

Natural Asset -
Wayne National Forest

- Hamion - | -

.....

10 Miles

Lawrence County Cultural Districts Map
Source: PLAN3031| Summer 2025

Social and Cultural Assets
PLAN3031| Summer 2025
, AE E Jake Plummer | Kyra Williams | Sage Morrison
Lawrence County’s historic towns, riverfront
communities,and natural assets—including the
Ohio River and Wayne National Forest—forma

strong cultural foundation, while highlighting the

Upper Townships -
Low Density

Riverfront Municipalities *
High Density.

need for more accessible gathering spaces that
. connect residents across its rural landscape.

Lower Townships -
Medium Density.

Natural Asset -
©Ohio River

Pride in Community
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Forest and River

With 52 miles of Ohio Riverfront, 103 square miles of National Forest,
and 1061 ft elevation at its highest point, Lawrence County's terrainis
its recreational asset and a draw for hikers, mountain bikers, boaters
and anyone looking for elevation change and scenery.

Lawrence County has a wealth of natural resources that facilitate outdoor
recreation opportunities but this land and water are transitioning from the impacts of
the extractive mining industry to forest recovery. The tree canopy in Wayne National
forest is the product of a century of active reforestation that needs conservation.
The watershed health is also linked to the county's mining legacy and requires

monitoring and restorative care.

Planning for recreation in the county need to be intrinsically linked to, not competing

with, conservation and restoration efforts.

Flat to Steep

Flat along the Ohio River with steep
hills, narrow valleys, cliffs, and cave
features within a few miles from the
river, this terrain is a landscape defined
by erosion. The bedrock is made of
sandstone and shale and rich in coal,
clayandiron.

Lawrence County Terrain Map
Source: USGS Digital Elevation Model

Flat Steep
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Tree Canopy

Lawrence County has approximately 82% of its land area
covered with trees. High tree cover decreases heat islands,
increases biodiversity, and helps with air quality. High tree
cover also makes the county desirable for outdoor recreation
opportunities.

Lawrence County Tree Canopy Map
Source: National Land Cover Database (NLCD)

- Tree Canopy

Waterway & Dam #’s
118 Streams

3 Lakes

1 7 Reservoirs

‘| 0 Dams

Way of the water

Hydrologic Unit Codes divide the country into 22 regions (2
digits). The dams throughout the county are defined in three
different classes, based on how much water can be held. A
Lock and Dam system is used along the Ohio River, creating
stable water channels for commercial and recreational boats.
The water systems provide opportunity for boating and
fishing.

Lawrence County Watershed Map
Source: United States Geologic Survey(USGS)

8 - Digit HUC O Locks & Dams
=  10-DigitHUC @ Classl|

——— 12-DigitHUC @ Classll

Other Streams @ Class Il

mms==  Ohio River

Forest and River
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Ohio's Southern Coast

Lawrence County, Ohio, also known as 'Ohio's Southern Coast', is
located at the confluence of three states - Ohio, West Virginia, and
Kentucky - where the Ohio River shapes a shared regional identity
across state lines. The county boasts impressive natural assets
including a scenic Ohio River shoreline and Wayne National Forest.
Access to these assets provide ample opportunities for fishing,
boating, hiking, foraging, horseback and bicycle riding.

350,000 people

in a Tri-state region

The tri-state location gives Lawrence
County a reach far beyond its own
borders. Huntington, Ashland, and
[ronton are regional hubs along the
Ohio River, offering residents access
to a much larger shared commercial,
cultural and recreational base. The
river, river towns and bridges function
as connective infrastructure that link
the communities into one larger, more
resilient region.

52 miles of

Ohio River Shoreline

The Ohio River carried iron and goods
to market and fueled the county's
19th-century industrial rise. Today it
sustains a dual role moving freight
along its banks, while boating, fishing,
and riverfront parks draw residents
and visitors.  With investment in
waterfront redevelopment, the river
is transforming into one continuous
destination.

75,000 acresin

Wayne National Forest

Established in 1934, Wayne National
Forest is Ohio's only national forest.
lts Ironton Unit has regrown from
cleared timberland into a biodiverse
landscape centered on Lake Vesuvius.
[t now anchors the county's outdoor
recreation: hiking, horseback riding,
OHV trails, camping, and canoe
launches, while its old furnace ruins tie
the forest directly to the region's iron
heritage.

20 Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan
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Iron and Apples

The development of the iron industry and the “Rome Beauty”
apple in Lawrence County share a parallel history of landscape
transformation, economic significance, and regional identity that
defined the area during the 19th and early 20th centuries. The natural
resources and pioneering spirit of the people within the county that
gave rise to its economic success remain intact today. These are
foundational elements that can make a parks, recreation and culture
master plan possible for the future.

FARMING HISTORY

What is needed to be understood to start production?

Industrial and Agricultural Foundations

By the mid-1800s, Lawrence County was a hub for the iron industry. The western
part of the county was defined by mining, blast furnaces, and the extraction of local
iron ore. This industry required massive amounts of charcoal, leading to widespread
deforestation as timber was cut to fuel the furnaces.

Among the men who built that industry was David Sinton, an Irish immigrant who
came up through the ironworks at Hanging Rock, eventually taking ownership of
Union Furnace, stockpiling iron ahead of the Civil War and selling into the wartime
surge in demand. The geology and resources within Lawrence County; including
limestone, abundant forest, and access to water, made for ideal smelting conditions.
Sinton later moved his base of operations to Cincinnati. His daughter, Anna, married
into the Taft family in 1873.

The Apple's Agricultural Rise. While the west was primarily industrial, the eastern
end of the county became a center for agriculture. The Rome Beauty apple traces
to 1817, when Joel Gillette, recently settled near Proctorville, found an unfamiliar
seedling among a shipment of nursery stock. Family tradition holds that Joel
handed the sprout to his son, calling it “a little Democrat tree” — a bit of family humor
that became, a few years later, a strikingly deep-red apple unlike any other in the
orchard. It would take another generation — sons, grandsons, and cousins including
Nelson Cox and Captain H. N. Gillette — to carry the apple from a backyard curiosity
to statewide recognition, renamed “Rome Beauty” in the 1830s in honor of its home
township.

Farming History

PLAN4041| Spring 2026

Ella Schultian | Emmett Foley | Melina Duque | Will
Hein
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Lawrence County has a rich history
in farming. In 1817 farmer Joel Gillet
found apple tree seedlings from

a nursery shipment. He pianted

the seedlings calling them Gillett's
Seedling, later renamed to “‘Rome
Beauty” named after Rome
Township despite being located in
Procterville (Rome Beauty Orchard
no longer exists).

Lawrence county was once known
for its tobacco farming in the 18th
and 20th century.

Other crops grown consist of grains,
dried goods, and vegetables.

Caittle is the predominant form of
livestock farming.

More recently farms are struggling.
Farms in the area have been
shutting down over the years. From
2017 - 2022 Lawrence County lost 102
farms, around 9,000 acres.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Lawrence County’s agricultural legacy spans
from the historic Rome Beauty apple orchards to
today’s cattle, grain, vegetable, and family farms
but the county also lost 102 farms and roughly
9,000 acres between 2017 and 2022.

Legacy and Cultural Identity

Both industries left a lasting mark on the community's
heritage. The birthplace of the Rome Beauty apple is
commemorated with a monument at the Lawrence County
Fairgrounds — fittingly, on the same ground where Joel
Gillette once made his home. The iron furnaces that once
dotted the landscape — Vesuvius, Olive, and others —
remain iconic symbols of the region's industrial past, even as
the fortunes they built, like Sinton's, moved on to Cincinnati
and beyond.

The importance of these industries also fostered local
organization and cooperation. Farmers in the mid-19th
century formed associations such as the Rome and Union
(Township) Farmers Club to improve their craft and share
knowledge — mirroring the same collaborative spirit that built
and operated the furnace partnerships driving the county's
early industrial growth.

Both families and industries stood at the center of Lawrence
County's economic story — and both are proof that the
county's true resource was not the ore or the orchard, but the
people willing to build something lasting from them.

Both industries relied heavily on the natural resources of the
landscape. The iron industry's reliance on charcoal led to
such significant deforestation that by the early 20th century,
the landscape required intervention — including the creation
of Dean State Forestin 1916 — to stop soil erosion.

The apple industry thrived as a commercial success for
decades, with the Rome Beauty becoming a staple for
growers across the region and gaining fame as the “Queen
of the Baking Apples.” But like the iron industry before it, the
golden age of the orchards eventually declined by the mid-
1900s, with much of the former orchard land repurposed for
housing and other development.

‘Lawrence County has an amazing
history and stories to be told. From
iIndustrial history, river history and
cultural history, Lawrence County can
build onthese assets to attract tourism.”

-Marty Conley

Director, Greater Lawrence County Area Chamber
of Commerce and Tourism

Iron and Apples
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Forested Landscape
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About 750/0 of Lawrence County is made of Deciduous Forest. Most
of the developed land is concentrated to communities along the Ohio
River. This speaks to Lawrence County’s identity as a county defined
by nature.

Land Cover Overview

The following summary of Lawrence County, Ohio, draws on the National Land
Cover Database (NLCD), which classifies land cover across the United States
using satellite imagery. NLCD describes what covers the land surface (forest,
development, cropland, water) rather than how the land is legally designated or
used. The categories below are broad groupings of NLCD classes, and figures
reflect the dataset year noted in each section.

Forest
Forest cover is concentrated in Wayne National Forest. The transition zone between
the urbanized riverfront and the forest is of particular conservation interest.

Developed Land

Development is concentrated in a narrow band along the Ohio River, with small
settlements scattered within the forest. Low to medium intensity suburban
residential development is spreading rapidly in the area between the forest and the
river.

Crops and Grassland

As of roughly 2014, crops and grassland made up 46.85% of the county’s land. This
means more than half the county is non-agricultural (forest, developed land, water,
and soon).

Open Water

Lawrence County covers about 1178 square kilometers of land, with only about 6
square kilometers of water (under 1%). Open water is a very small share of overall
land cover.

LAND COVER TRANSEC

Deciduous Forest

Grassland/ Open Water

Herbaceous

Woodland Marsh

Developed Medium
Intensity

Developed Low
Intensity

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Lawrence County Land Cover Map ))
Source: National Land Cover Database
Deciduous Forest

Evergreen Forest

Mixed Forest

Dwarf Shrub

Shrub/Scrub

Grassland/Herbaceuous

Sage/Herbaceuous

Lichens

Moss

Pasture/Hay

Cultivated Crops

Woody Wetlands

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands
Barren Land

Developed Open Space
Developed Low Intensity
Developed Medium Intensity

Developed High Intensity

Open Water

Perennial Snow/Ice

Land Cover Transect
PLAN3031| Summer 2025
Caroline VanBuskirk | Ella Lisac | Reese Stangelo

A land cover transect of Lawrence County,
Ohio, follows the water from the forested
Appalachian hills of the Wayne National
Forest, through grassland, open water, and
woodland marsh, down to river towns like
Ironton along the Ohio River.

N

5miles

Forested Landscape
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land by the Ohio River. ! L L L L L LG River
Lawrence County reflects a settlement pattern common across rural Appalachian e e r——\— _/_ B Population density concentrated in
Ohio: a compact, historic city core, several small villages, and a majority of residents the river-adjacent southern townships
choosing the space, land, and lower cost of living that township life offers along WASHINGFON (Union, Rome, Fayette, Perry)
GALLIA COUNTY, OH
the river and in the hills. Rather than concentrating growth in one urban center, the SCIOTO COUNTY:OH compared to the sparser northern
townships  (Washington, Symmes,

county's population is spread across its townships — a pattern that has helped ,
preserve the rural, close-knit character many residents value, even as the county o e 4
works to attract new investment and reverse decades of industrial-era outmigration.

Based on the 2020 Census and and American Community Surveys (ACS), the
combined incorporated population - roughly 18,000 people live in the city and six

Decatur).

. 'I' [ronton has lost population steadily for
I | SYMMES decades — down from over 30,000

[ at its early-20th-century industrial

peak to just over 10,000 today. South

villages combined - out of the county's total population of about 56,000-58,000.
That means only around 30-32% of Lawrence County's residents live within an : Point and Coal Grove, despite also
incorporated municipality; the rest (roughly two-thirds) live in the unincorporated a . l' shrinking, remain the county's second-
parts of the 14 townships. , MASON and third-largest population centers.
o | Chesapeake is the one place that's
——— o i held essentially flat or grown slightly,
; | City, Villages and Townships HAM[L‘CO’:J | e ',' likely tied to its proximity to Huntington.
l' 1' Lawrence County, Ohio is organized e T [ WiNDSSR oM the viIIage o Burlingtoq (popuiation
I I into the following local-government f -2400) is the largest unincorporated
/ JACKSON COUNTY, OH I e - ! i placeinthe county.
| jurisdictions: 2
]

City (1) - Ironton |

- T (the county seat and only incorporated PRI | UNIGN Lawrence County Population Map
city in the county, located in Upper Source: US Census Data/ESRI ArcGIS Online
SCIOTO COUNTY, OH Township along the Ohio River) . Persons per sq. mi.
Villages (6) - Chesapeake, N B 2000-4999

Coal Grove, Hanging Rock, 1,000 - 1,999
Proctorville, South Point, Athalia KY Wv = 500 - 999
(all incorporated municipalities smaller N 100 - 499
than a city with populations under

5000 and its own vilage council/ |6-5_m”es 2097
mayor, but they remain nested Less than 50
within and share services with their
surrounding township)

Townships (14) - Aid, Decatur,
_____ Elizabeth, Fayette, Hamilton,

Franklin Furnace, OH

Drivers of Population
PLAN3031|Summer 2025

———————————— THE EVIDENCE THAT LIES BEHIND THE STORY st POPULATION A T 3
()
HAMILTON Lawrence’ Mason’ Perry’ i anyis drvesprinarly rom recent US. Censis data o enily curent poulaton s i arence County it focus on DRIVERS -‘ "l Jake Plummer | K)/ ra Willams | Sage Morrison

Rome, Symmes, Union, Upper, e e ot
and changes in housing occupancy. This historical context helped us tell a complete story—not just of where the County stands.
and opportunities. These data-driven insights informed our strategies for

o Q Retaining and Empowering the Next Lawrence County’s demographic trends point

Generation

LAWY M .
J S Wgshlngton, Windsor g o g oo Age shit to both urgency and opportunity: population
Worthington, KY ! (unincorporated  local -~ government, ropulation g Strategic Investment in Amenitics is projected to decline from 58,240 in 2020
Ironton, OH———Ne@" <. | PERRY o, each with a trustee, providing services pensts ()i to 39,781 by 2050, while an aging population
| outside incorporated areas) Bridging Divides and Strengthening and limited degree attainment present
Ashland,KY — o _ JFAYETTE | Unincorporated communities - © o workforce challenges. Strategic investment in
Cultivating Rural Appeal Through amenities, mixed-use development, education,

R (scattered throughout the townships
which are just population centers/
hamlets within their township, without
their own municipal government)

Quality of Life and Eco-Tourism

connectivity,and rural quality-of-life assets can
help retain younger residents and strengthen
the county’s long-term resilience.

|
| e————— Huntington, WV
e—  Westmoreland, WV

WV

Revitalizing Places Through
Education, Engagement, and Reuse

82 2

. . 1 8 % BACHELOR'S Current Population  Projected Population
Cities & Townships of Lawrence County Map DEGREE OR HIGHER

6.5 miles Source: ESRIArcGIS Online
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Network of Trails

Given the access to public land, Lawrence County
can position itself as a regional destination for
hiking, camping, off-roading and hunting.

Lawrence County's extensive multimodal transportation

) Lawrence County Transportation Map »
assetsinclude: Source: ArcGIS Online/Ohio Department of Transportation
138 mile of hiking trails gkt | Notional Forest Trail
60 miesofbikepaths State Park Trail
12 Miles of trails at Lake Vesuvius in Wayne National Forest ———  Proposed Ohio Bike Trail . S
30 Designated horseback riding trails throughout the forest — ¢ = State Route . SCIOTO COU
3 Off-road trails HHt  Railroad Line Al .

State Park Trail

Linking existing recreation assets with safer, connected .
Wayne National Forest

bikeway infrastructure can strengthen tourism, access, and 1
regional mobility.

Tree Cover

Proposed Ohio Bikeways and Design Guidance
Ohio Department of Transportation

< I
4
é

A

The Ohio River Scenic Bikeway and Ohio Bike Trail are part of Ohio's
statewide State and U.S. Bike Route System developed under ODOT's
Access 2040 plan. This program mostly uses existing roadway and
bike facilities that were identified as safest for long-distance cyclists. A
possible link with Huntington, WV's existing bike route system could
extend the connectivity across the Ohio River into a broader tri-state
cycling network.

o Las ol

e

SIDEPATH

SIDEPATH DIVIDED SHOULDER

Multimodal Bikeways and Design Guidelines
for Urban, Suburban and Rural Streets

Source: ODOT's Multimodal DGS/QH Guide N CDROEAH ek St Fend By rEren oS40 NQARDEIE S0 O distnastston

I 5miles

eontributars, and the GIS User-Cammunity
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Land Use
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Parks and open space make up the largest share of land use in | . - [ l_ k|
Lawrence County, followed by agriculture. Residential uses account i | ' ~ i i - : I
for the greatest number of parcels, but most of those parcels are e "JACKSON COI_JINTY, OH s '
smaller than half an acre. By area, residential use is therefore a much . ' \ ~ I
smaller share of the county. L e m o _______ I
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530/0 Parks and Open Space i £
Land preserved or maintained primarily for conservation, recreation, or natural (
resource value rather than development. This category includes public parks, nature
preserves, wildlife management areas, national and state forest land, greenways
and trail corridors, floodplains, and undeveloped riparian buffers along waterways.
It can include both publicly owned land (such as Wayne National Forest, Crown
City Wildlife Area and Dean State Park) and privately held land under conservation
easement or agricultural/forestry use that functions as open space.

360/0 Agriculture
Land used for farming, ranching, or other cultivation activities, including cropland,

pasture, hayfields, orchards, and land enrolled in agricultural tax programs (such as
Ohio's Current Agricultural Use Valuation, or CAUV).

GALLIA COUNTY, OH

30/0 Vacant Land

Vacant land uses for residential, commercial, and industrial are also concentrated
along the river. Residential uses are the dominant type of vacant land. Vacant in this
case refers to an empty parcel, rather than an abandoned structure.

The master plan focuses on infill and redevelopment within the county's core
communities while preserving open space and agricultural heritage.

Lawrence County Existing Land Use Map ))
Source: Lawrence County Auditor's Parcel Data

Agriculture
Commercial
Industrial

Institutional

Residential

Street/Infrastructure/Other

e - Land Use Transect
=i PLAN3031|Summer 2025
Parks + OpenSpace  Caroline \VanBuskirk | Ella Lisac | Reese Stangelo

- Low impervious surfaces
+ High land cover

Agriculture
- Low impervious surfaces
+ Low-medium land cover

A cross-sectional illustration showing how
development intensity and impervious surface
Residential increase as land use transitions from rural open

- Medium-high

impervious surfaces space to dense commercial/industrial areas
- Low-medium land cover X )
along the river corridor.

Institutional +

Public Facilities

+ Medium-High impervious
surfaces

+ Low-Medium land cover

Commercial

# . High impervious surfaces
Industrial + Low land cover
- High impervious surfaces
+ Low land cover

5miles
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Land Acquisitions
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A substantial share of Lawrence County's land is held by federal, state
and county entities. This creates an opportunity to develop revenue-
generating and recreational uses on existing holdings rather than paying
to acquire new sites.

A majority of this land is in Wayne National Forest, Crown City State Wildlife
Management Area and Dean State Park. Combined with Lawrence County's
land bank holdings and FEMA Stafford Act properties, this presents a unique
opportunity to restore, reconnect and reactivate the communities and destinations
around the county.

The Ohio Legislative Service Commission lists Lawrence first among Ohio counties
for public recreation land, at about 82,336 acres. Scioto, Vinton, Hocking and
Muskingum follow with 49,000 to 76,000 acres each.

6.5mies

N

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Public Land

This map shows all publically owned
- federal, state, county or local - land
in Lawrence County. This is protected,
recreational land in Wayne National
Forest, Crown City Wildlife Area and
Dean State Forest. The leverage
here isn't acquisition, it's connectivity.
These holdings support 300+ miles of
trails, OHV routes, hunting, and fishing
regionally. The priority is to formalize
county-level  access agreements
and partnerships with the US. Forest
Service and ODNR Division of Wildlife,
and identify gaps in access between
this federal/state land and the county's
population centers such as trailhead
access points, connector trails, and
way-finding.

Lawrence County Public Land Map
Source: Lawrence County Auditor's Parcel Data
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Land Bank Properties

As of May 2025, the Lawrence County Land Bank has 131
properties in its possession, totaling 25.9 acres, with an
average of 0.29 acres. These are primarily vacant parcels
collected through delinquent county property taxes.

These are small, scattered, vacant in-town lots that are well
suited to a distributed green infrastructure strategy: pocket
parks, community gardens, stormwater/rain gardens, or
pedestrian connector lots stitching together sidewalks and
trail segments in Ironton, South Point, and other river towns.

Lawrence County Land Bank Map
Source: Lawrence County Auditor's Parcel Data

@ Lawrence County Owned Parcel

| FEMA Stafford Act Properties

The Stafford Act allows FEMA to buyout properties -
voluntarily - following flooding or other natural disasters.
These properties can be transferred to the county or other
agencies for flood prevention and public use. There are 171
properties in this category.

Properties acquired with FEMA assistance must be
dedicated and maintained in perpetuity as open space
compatible with conservation of natural floodplain functions,
and compatible uses explicitly include parks for outdoor
recreation, wetlands management, and natural reserves. The
master plan should create a concrete stewardship plan (river
access points, floodplain trails, habitat restoration) for these
properties.

Lawrence County Stafford Act Map
Source: Lawrence County Auditor's Parcel Data

@ Cluster of Parcels

Land Acquisitions
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Land Value

| |

. : : i |

Developed land along the Ohio River is the county’s most expensive, while I

flood-prone riverfront parcels remain relatively cheap. Land in Wayne ! |
National Forest is also low in value but not easily acquired. |

/ JACKSON COUNTY, OH ]

Flood-prone land along the Ohio River in Lawrence County is among the most | ".
L

affordable in the county. Most of it is already developed, mainly with industrial uses e,
and mid-size single-family homes, which limits how fully residents and visitors can
enjoy the river. Its low cost makes these parcels feasible to acquire and redevelop e

for public access and recreation.

GALLIA COUNTY, OH

Lawrence County Land Value Map »
Source: Lawrence County Auditor's Parcel Data

Because they can tolerate periodic flooding without costly buildings, these parcels
suit riverfront parks, trails, boat launches, fishing access, and open space that
can absorb high water. Linked together, they could form a continuous greenway
connecting river towns and to Wayne National Forest in the north. Housing is agood
fit for the some of the nearly 20,000 vacant parcels outside the floodplain. Most of
these projects will depend on voluntary sales, landowner partnerships, and the
small share of public land already available.

< $1,499 / Acre

$1,500 - $4,999 / Acre
$5,000 - $9,999 / Acre
$10,000 - 49,999 / Acre
> $50,000 / Acre

NN

Development Opportunities
PLAN3031|Summer 2025
Caroline VanBuskirk | Ella Lisac | Reese Stangelo

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

A parcel-by-parcel analysis of recregt\on development opportunities, in locations with limited
o e . This analysis identifies substantial recreational
,_/' 65% development potential across Lawrence County,
e e e with 65% of the county offering publicly owned
) \K ol wip i, ol i land and limited terrain constraints. Opportunities
{ . are countywide but are most concentratedin the
l‘-. '.\ north, particularly within the national forest.
'L\ .'i RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
— OPPORTUNITIES EXIST
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY,
BUT ARE MORE PREVALENT IN
THE NORTH, PARTICULARLY IN
THE NATIONAL FOREST
@ o i A &
E= Development Opportunity [

WHERE DEVELOPMENT IS POSSIBLE
o

\-.

The vacant land is showing us the pessibility of

development could be placed

ntly there is 19,766 vacant parcels,

ing the there is a lot of opportunity. Vacant
scribed as either completely empty

or underutilized. Specifically there is 66%
residential vacant land

o ed.
Percentage of Land Ownership: Private: 90.4%
Public: 9.6%

G v
7 '
h- e
ko
1 i = = LAND OWNERSHIP VS VACANT MAP
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ il S
Publc Property il

LAND OWNERSHIP MAP.

Plan

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plai

Development Potential

PLAN4041| Spring 2026

Amelia Weinstein | Bella Nelson | Emmy Fox |
Trinity Finch

Nearly 20,000 vacant parcels, two-thirds
of them residential, represent significant
potential for housing. With 904% of land
privately owned, ownership will shape which
strategies are possible.




Vulnerabilities
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Natural and outdoor recreational opportunities come with
environmental and social considerations such as flooding, fires and
community resilience.

Hazard-responsive land use can concentrate parks, forest, and open space in
landslide-susceptible and flood-prone areas.

99% of properties (54,119) face wildfire risk.

95.3% of the county’s area is susceptible to landslides.

49.6% of properties face flood risk over the next 30 years.

Lawrence County’s SVI average is a moderate 0.37, but tracts around Ironton,
Proctorville, and Wayne National Forest score above 0.75, so the places most
exposed to hazards are often the least able to recover.

6.5mies

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Flooding Risk

Almost half the county is at high or
critical concern for flood zones. Today,
there are more than 20,366 properties
at risk, which is about 49.3% of all
properties in the county.

» High-Risk Areas: A 1% or
greater annual chance of
flooding (commonly known
as the 100-year floodplain).

» Moderate-to-Low Risk Areas:
Between 100-year and 500-year
floodplains (0.2% to 1% annual
chance of flooding), including areas
protected by levees or subject to
shallow flooding under 1foot deep.

Lawrence County Flood Hazard Map
Source: ArcGIS Online

Annual Hazard (1% Chance)
Annual Hazard (0.2% Chance)
Reduced Risk Area (Due to Levee)

Regulatory Floodway

SCIOTO COUNTY; OH

10 miles

N

GALLIA COUNTY, OH

SCIOTO COUNTY, OH

KY

10 miles

 _

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)

WUI refers to the areas where structures and development
mix with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels and are
prone to human-environment conflicts such as wildfires,
habitat destruction, and decline of biodiversity. Intermix
is where buildings and wildland vegetation intermingle.
Interface is where buildings approach large patches of
wildland vegetation.

Lawrence County Wildland Urban Interface Map
Source: US. Forest Service - Geospatial Data Discovery Hub

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Non-WUI Vegetated

- No Housing

Very low housing density

Interface: high-density
development adjacent
(~1.5mi) to undeveloped
wildand vegetation

- Interface: low-density

housing mingled with
undeveloped wildand
vegetation (1 home or
buisness for every 40 acres
of open land)

Non-vegetated or Agriculture

Low and very low housing density

- Medium and high density housing
Water

Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)

The SVIindex ranks communities using 15 to 16 US. Census
indicators divided into four primary themes:
» Socioeconomic Status: Poverty, unemployment,
income, and high school diplomarates.
» Household Composition & Disability: Age
(minors and older adults) and disability status.
» Racial & Ethnic Minority Status: Percentage of
minority populations and English language proficiency.
» Housing Type & Transportation: Multi-unit structures,
mobile homes, crowding, and vehicle access.

While the county-level SVI average is a moderate 0.37 in
Lawrence County, specific census tracts, particularly around
older industrial river towns like Ironton and Proctorville,
and communities within Wayne National Forest, frequently
register localized SVI scores well above 075 due to
concentrated poverty, a higher proportion of disabled
residents, and older housing stock. This helps Lawrence
County direct resources to communities that stand to benefit
most.

Lawrence County Social Vulnerability Index Map
Source: Centers for Disease Controland Prevention (CDC) and the Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)

Highest Vulnerability Lowest
(Top 4th) (SV12022) (Bottom 4th)

Vulnerabilities
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Industry and Population Trends

Population (thousands)

38

Lawrence County's historical population trajectory is strongly connected
toitsindustrial legacy.

Named after Captain James Lawrence, a naval officer in the War of 1812,
Lawrence County was formed in 1815 by settlers near Hanging Rock. The county
saw significant growth in the 1850s as a result of the success of the pig iron
production near the county seat of Ironton. As demand for crude iron slowed
during the end of the 19th century, population stagnated. With the rise in steel
production after the turn of the century however, Lawrence County saw growth and
opportunity that continued through the 1980s.

Over the past three decades, the County has seen a steady decline in population
due to lack of economic opportunities, aging demographics, and inability to retain
young professionals and families. The past ten years have seen the sharpest decline
inthe County’s history, marking this as a turning point to create new opportunities for
economic growth through ecotourism while bolstering the connection to existing
assets to serve the current residents.

The Ohio River has been the central thread of Lawrence County's development
from founding through today - first as an industrial engine, now as a redevelopment
target. The river dictated where the county's center of gravity landed (Hanging
Rock, Burlington, Ironton), it was the delivery mechanism for the 19th-century iron
boom, and today it's being re-engineered as a public amenity and quality-of-life
draw as the county works to reinvent itself post-industry.

Coal mining and steel production

Industry Shift
Lack of economic opportunity

and housing supply issues

70 4+

Iron and steel manufacturing ramps up
Wayne National Forest established

Industry Shift

60

Most pig iron furnaces shut down

Industry Shift

50 +

Pigiron production slowed down

Industry Shift

40 -}

Ironton established

30

1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 2050
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Ohio River

The county's original economic
engine, the Ohio River enabled the
transport of pig iron and later steel
to markets nationwide, anchoring
settlement near Hanging Rock and
[ronton.

Pig Iron Furnaces
Beginning in the 1850s, Lawrence
County's furnaces made it one of the
nation's leading pig iron producers,
drawing workers and families to the
region for decades.

Railroads
Rail lines connected local furnaces
and mils to broader markets,

accelerating growth through the late
19th century and linking the county to
the national industrial economy.

Rome Beauty Apple

Developed in Lawrence County in
the early 1800s, this heirloom apple
variety remains a point of local pride
and a link to the county's agricultural
roots.

Wayne National Forest

Established in 1934, the forest now
covers a significant portion of the
county, offering a foundation for the
ecotourism opportunities the county
hopes to build on.

Coal and Steel Production

As iron demand faded, coal mining
and steel manufacturing carried the
county's industrial economy forward
through much of the 20th century,
sustaining growth into the 1980s.

THROUGHOUT THE YEARS
181 7 :f\'\\za(;e of Hanging 1/8"?;;9 of 1/8\1\8329 of

Rock Establsihed Proctorville

Established

1848

Southpoint
Established

1980

Lawrence
County Seat
Established

City of Population
Peaked:
62,319

Welcome to I

IRONT 1992

Wayne
County
National
Forest
1984 Established
Dayton Malleable
Plant Closure

Village of Athalia
Established

INDUSTRIAL LEGACY PAVES THE WAY 1937
FOR A GREEN SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

An active and industrial riverfront has historically been
central to Lawrence County’s settlement, transportation
networks, and economic growth.

5 Strategic Needs Assessment | Lawrence County, Ohio | Spring Studio Assignment 1

Where has Lawrence County been?

"We have great history here, the people are very guarded though”
County’s industries fueled national growth. Today, the

1800s g-—‘
E region is redefining itself in the face of industrial

v
creo. The Hangind:
decline and shifting demographics.
—ﬂ Civil War Era (1860s)

From iron furnaces to chemical plants, Lawrence

2020s -
Present

Lawrence County Through the Years
PLAN4041| Spring 2026

Kayra Koprulu | Niamh O'Melia | Wynnie Serra |
Zoe Limbach

The Ohio River shaped Ironton's industrial rise,
its transportation links and its flood risk, and now

frames its waterfront future.

Industrial Legacy - Sustainable Future
PLAN4041| Spring 2026

Kayra Koprulu | Niamh O'Melia | Wynnie Serra |
Zoe Limbach

The riverfront has been the central thread of
Lawrence County's development from founding
through today.

Where has Lawrence County been?
PLAN3031|Summer 2025
Celeste Leonard | Makenzie Stewart

Lawrence County's economy rose withiron,
coal and timber, grew on the Ohio River's rail
and water links, and peaked in the heavy-
industry era of the early 20th century. Plant
closures from the 1970s onward brought
population loss and economic strain, and
today the county is shifting toward healthcare,
education and service jobs while facing
continued unemployment and outmigration.

Industry and Population Trends

39



Community Activism and Stewardship
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Across Lawrence County, community groups, volunteer committees,
and grassroots non-profits have spent, in some cases, decades
working to protect and promote recreation within the county. The
proposed Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Planis intended to be
a unifying structure that connects and supplements these recreation
opportunities into a single, county-wide vision.

Recreation Economy for Rural Communities

Lawrence County's Convention and Visitors Bureau,
alongside local partners, participated in the federal
Recreation Economy for Rural Communities (RERC)
program — a joint initiative of the EPA, USDA Forest Service,
and Appalachian Regional Commission that provides rural
communities with planning assistance to grow their outdoor
recreation economy and revitalize their Main Streets.
Through RERC, the county focused specifically onimproving
trail systems and boat docks to showcase local natural
resources, connecting to the nearby Wayne National Forest,
and supporting local business development and Main Street
marketing. The resulting Community Action Plan provided
Lawrence County a group of trail, waterfront, and downtown-
connectivity work this Master Plan builds upon.

Community Groups Already at Work

= s
Southern Wayne Advocacy Council (SWAC)

A partnership-driven group working alongside Ohio University Southern and Wayne
National Forest on youth environmental stewardship. Their inaugural Lawrence
County Youth Environmental Stewardship Initiative brought Rock Hill and Dawson-
Bryant students into the Ironton Ranger District for hands-on conservation work,
including water quality testing, funded through the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio
via the Lawrence County Community Foundation.

COMMUNITY
ACTION PLAN

#o/ RECREATION ECONOMY

for
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Lawrence County, Ohio

July 2023

/ Northern Border P :prilacrlan
\ Regional Commission egional
Commission

Friends of Ironton

A 501(c)(3) non-profit dedicated to the betterment of Ironton and the tri-state region.
Friends of Ironton has been responsible for the annual Rally on the River (which brings
significant tourism revenue to the city), the downtown spray ground, and has kept the
Ro-Na Theatre restoration alive for years through volunteer labor, grant applications,
and community fundraising. The organization now owns and operates the Ro-Naas a

working venue.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Third and Center

Home Town Love

A community and civic initiative actively focused on local beautification, historical
preservation, and community engagement. The group works alongside local
businesses and volunteers on litter control, hanging seasonal displays, and restoring
historical properties. They have hosted community-focused gatherings such as the
Hometown Love Spring Fair to support local gardening, planting, and neighborhood
beautification.

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church Restoration Project

A partnership between the church's Board of Trustees and the Foundation for
Appalachian Ohio, alongside the African American Community Fund. The church
- Ohio's first Black church, part of the National Underground Railroad Network
to Freedom and only surviving antebellum Black church - was fully restored in
November 2025. Tourism Initiative (AFHTI), a nine-county, three-state effort
spanning Ohio, Kentucky, and West Virginia to document Underground Railroad

sites across the region.

An arts-based non-profit “‘dedicated to building collaborative coommunities” through
public art, events, and youth programsmming in downtown Ironton. Their projects
include artistic crosswalk murals and bike racks (funded by the Ohio Arts Council
and built by Collins Career Center welding students), the annual Summer Solstice
Music and Arts Festival on the Ironton riverfront, community cleanup events (“Trash
Bash”), and an NEA-funded youth arts program run with Ohio University Southern.
They also operate the Ironton Senior Center.

Lawrence County.
Symmes Creek Restoration Committee

Appalachian Freedom Heritage Tourism Initiative

A newly launched, nine-county, three-state effort spanning Ohio, Kentucky,
and West Virginia to locate and document Underground Railroad sites
across the Tri-State region. AFHTI publicly marked the restoration of
the Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church with an official site marker at
the November 2025 Macedonia Jubilee — its first visible milestone in

Founded in 1977 by Arthur S. Ferguson Jr. — the same namesake as the canoe trail
— this volunteer committee has spent nearly five decades promoting stewardship
and ecological practice along Symmes Creek. Their work includes the annual “Canoe
Caper” cleanup and fundraiser, publishing GPS-mapped launch site guides, partnering
with Ohio University Southern on watershed wildlife studies,and pursuing the ODNR

Paddle Trail designation.

Community Activism and Stewardship
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Planning Momentum

Lawrence County is part of the KYOVA 2050
Metropolitan  Transportation Plan. This
transportation master plan has been a successful
road map for prioritizing and implementing county
transportation projects. The proposed Parks,
Recreation and Culture Master Plan intends to
build on the momentum of the KYOVA plan and
leverage projects currently underway.

The KYOVA 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan is the
tri-state region's long-range roadmap, covering Cabell and
Wayne Counties (WV), Boyd and Greenup Counties (KY),
and Lawrence County, Ohio. Guided by federal infrastructure
law, it prioritizes multimodal projects as funding becomes
available rather than tackling connectivity piecemeal.

Within  Lawrence County, the plan's centerpiece is
completing the Chesapeake Bypass (SR 7) Phase I, a
limited-access four-lane highway between Chesapeake
and Rome Township. Once finished, it will divert through-
traffic off old Route 7, freeing that corridor for shared bicycle

and pedestrian use. The plan also builds on the US 52/SR 7

Corridor Safety Plan, aimed at converting that stretch into 2 0 50

a safer, limited-access freeway and improving Ohio River

access near Ironton. Ironton itself sees continued levee-tralil Metropolitan
and complete-streets work, building on the city's 2018 Bicycle B

and Pedestrian Master Plan. Together, these projects extend Transportation
the studied multi-modal route linking Ironton eastward along Plan

theriver.

Two KYOVA-identified projects are especially relevant to this

proposed Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan: “ ,’;}';f;'gte
A studied multi-modal route connecting Ironton eastward to KYOUA zf;:;?:sion
other points along the Ohio River — a corridor the proposed

Parks, Recreation and Culture builds directly upon. Plan prepared by

The LAW-7 Chesapeake Bypass, currently under e

construction. Once complete, the bypass will draw through-
traffic off of old Route 7, making the existing roadway viable as
ashared corridor for bicycles and pedestrians.

“Transportation is about more than roads. It is about connecting people to jobs, recreation, businesses
and one another. A strong transportation plan helps make Lawrence County more accessible, more

attractive and better positioned for growth.”
—DeAnna Holliday
County Commissioner

42 Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan
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Countywide Recommendations

“This plan is about building on what makes Lawrence County
special and creating an even better quality of life for the people
who already call it home, while giving new families and visitors

more reasons to choose us.”
—DeAnnaHolliday
County Commissioner



Four Corridors, One Plan
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The proposed plan connects Lawrence County

through

complementary parks, recreation and cultural corridors - a Western
Furnace Trail Corridor, an Eastern Symmes Creek Corridor, a
Middle East-West Connector, and a Southern Ohio River Corridor -
emphasizing route connectivity for scenic tours, adaptive reuse of
existing assets, and phased implementation strategies.

Key Considerations

Heritage and identity as a economic
driver

Ties economic development to telling
a local story about industrial/furnace
heritage, ecological restoration and
strip mining, riverfront towns using
public art, interpretive signage, and
branding.

Adaptive reuse

By repurposing what already exists -
abandoned rail corridors and furnace
sites, reclaimed surface mines,
and vacant/underused downtown
buildings and industrial land - this plan
turns liabilities into assets.

Slow tourism and place-based
experience economy

Facilitate immersive, local and culture-
driven visitation - slow tourism, country
living experience or agritourism.

Environmental resilience
embedded in economic planning

Using green infrastructure and
conservation as tools for flood
mitigation, erosion control and habitat
preservation treat ecological health as
inseparable from economic viability.

Trails and multimodal connectivity

The organizing spines that link
dispersed assets into one continuous,
connected systemrather than treating
sites asisolated destinations.

Multi-stakeholder partnership

Need for a formal coordinating body
bringing together public or private
entities - county government, Wayne
National Forest, KYOVA, chambers of
commerce, and private developers.

Yz Lawrence County Corridor Framework
Source: ESRI ArcGIS Online and student projects
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The project opportunities  and
recommendations in the corridor
framework plan are organized into
four distinct zones that can be
connected by a network of multi-modal
routes:

West Corridor

The Furnace Trail

Reimagines the west side of the county
(Ironton, Pedro, and Buckhorn hubs)
around slow tourism, anchored by
three assets: Lake Vesuvius, a 44-
mile Rails-to-Trails corridor built from
the historic DT&I and CH&D railway
conversions, and the pig iron blast
furnaces, reinterpreted as sites for
artistic and interpretive programming.
Multi-modal roads and trails connect
the Ironton waterfront north to
Buckhorn.

Middle Corridor

East-West Connector

Imagines a "spine" linking critical
natural, cultural, and economic nodes
from Ironton through Pedro and
Aid to the Crown City Wildlife Area.
Agricultural and food-based themes
emerged as a natural throughline
connecting these points of interest.

South Corridor
Along the River
Focuses on the Ohio River riverfront
running  through  Ironton,  South

Point, Chesapeake, and Proctorville,
addressing flooding, disconnection
from the water, and underused land.
Projects build on current funded public
access points, supplementing them
with pocket parks, trails, and multi-
modal roads to expand recreation
within reasonable driving and biking
distance.

East Corridor

Symmes Creek

Parallels Symmes Creek and builds on
the long-standing work of the Symmes
Creek Restoration Committee,
establishing a "blue-green-gray" trail
network: a canoe/kayak paddle trail
with formal designation and improved
way-finding, natural  hiking  trails,
and ADA-compliant paved paths,
with launch sites at Arabia, Aid, and
Chesapeake.

Four Corridors, One Plan
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Multimodal Connectivity

With its robust natural and ecological assets, Lawrence County hosts
many opportunities for new and improved parks, recreation, and
cultural activities to improve the everyday quality of life of residents.

Located at the southernmost tip of Ohig, its tri-state border along the river could be
aconvergence zone attracting new residents from Kentucky and West Virginia. The
Wayne National Forest covering the northern half of the county along with creeks,
lakes, ponds and 82% tree coverage in between create a haven for those wishing
to embrace life in a clean, natural environment. Parks and trails located in Lawrence
County can be further connected and extended to serve multiple modes of
transportation at once. For example, Ohio has designated portions of State Routes
775, 7, and 650 as Ohio Bike Route 65. Partnerships with state-level initiatives
may increase access to funding, maintenance, and logistical support. Its natural
river shoreline presents opportunities for resilient infrastructure to help protect the
growth of future generations responsibly, while serving as sites for recreational and
educational programming.

This map depicts the strategies we will implement moving forward
to achieve the County’s goals of a more informed, better connected

county, through ecotourism.
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Lawrence County Strategic Framework ))
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Multimodal Connections
PLAN3041| Summer 2025
Emily Linesch | Logan Vaughn | Sean Kidd

This strategic map illustrates a coordinated
approach to ecotourism that links existing
and proposed ftrails, riverfront access,
conservation areas, and visitor amenities
across the county. By connecting destinations
such as Symmes Creek and Ironton while
incorporating  trailheads, signage, boat
launches, and varied trail types, the plan aims
to improve access, strengthen connectivity,
and support long-term protection of natural
resources.

Strategy Zones
PLAN3031|Summer 2025
Aaralyn Gross | Lanie Tarowsky | Max Adams

This map presents Lawrence County's
strategy zones and key restoration projects,
organized around the principles of restore,
link, and community. It prioritizes converting
the former DT&I rail line into a trail through
Wayne National Forest, repurposing a former
strip mine as a recreational green space,
and preserving a historic industrial furnace
as a museum or landmark, connecting
environmental restoration with recreation and
local heritage.
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County-Wide Multimodal Network

50

Lawrence County can position itself as a regional destination for
hiking, camping, off-roading (e.g., Hanging Rock ATV Trails), and
hunting by leveraging its scenic network of roads, trails, and historic
rail line locations throughout the county.

A Connected System

With the KYOVA plan providing the regional backbone, this Master Plan proposes a
series of connections that knit the county's parks, trails, and cultural sites together,
linking many of the projects described elsewhere in this plan into a single, navigable
system.

North and west of Aid, existing horse trails already thread through the landscape;
the Symmes Creek Greenway Trail runs through the same area; and the Crown City
Wildlife Area itself contains its own trail network at the route's terminus. Connecting
these makes this route compelling: a bike rider or hiker could move from the Aid hub,
onto the greenway, out onto the horse trails, and into the wildlife area's own trails,
all as one continuous experience. This also ties the Symmes Creek Restoration
project's “Aid Connection” hub into a larger land-based network, extending the
county's recreational reach from the river all the way to its northern wildlife lands.

Individually, the Iron Furnace Trail, Symmes Creek, Union-Rome Park, and the
county's river access points are each strong destinations. Woven together by a
cross-county multi-modal network — and grounded in a regional plan the county
has already adopted — they become something more: a single, legible and
accessible system of parks, recreational activities and cultural heritage sites.

West County: State Route 93 North

On the western side of the county,
the primary north-south connection
runs along State Route 93. This route
provides motorized access to the string
of historic furnace sites and trailheads
functioning as the “Arts Corridor” for
travelers moving between Ironton,
Pedro,and Buckhorn.

2

River Corridor: Ironton to Lock 27

A safe, shared-use corridor along
the Ohio River, making possible a
continuous connection from Ironton
to Lock 27 and linking the river
communities by land and water. The
Union-Rome Park proposal anticipates
old Route 7's redesignation as a
multimodal route connecting the park
toLock 27.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Lawrence County Parks & Trails Map
Source: ESRIArcGIS & various student projects
------ National Forest Trail

State Park Trail
—— Proposed Ohio Bike Trail
—# = State Route
‘+HHH+  Railroad Line

State Park Trail

Wayne National Forest

Tree Cover

Existing Projects

Proposed Improvement Project
Proposed Green Infrastructure Project

Proposed Blue Infrastrucutre Project

_|
PAS
' Proposed Trail Project
*
*
*

North County: Ironton-Aid-Crown
City Connection

A third proposed connection would
run from Ironton, through Aid, to the
Crown City Wildlife Area. Like the
SR 93 corridor, this is envisioned as
a hybrid multimodal route rewarding
car travelers and cyclists with
challenging terrain and scenic views.
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Ohio River Bikeway
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Aiden Hunicutt | Aidyn Kinney |
Eljiah Milner | Sophia Gartland

Ohio’'s trail masterplan proposes
a connected 40+ mile network
linking communities, the Ohio
River,and key development areas
through trail designs tailored to
local conditions. The planidentifies
Irontonand Chesapeake as strong
main-streetinvestment hubs, while
South Point offers potential for big-
box redevelopment andriverfront
connections. Seventrailtypologies
provide design guidance based
on land use, traffic speeds, right-
of-way width, and site constraints.
Trailheads, amenities, and
development nodes are intended
to build identity, support local
business activity, and guide
gradual community investment
along the corridor.
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Assessing Roadway Feasibility
for New Trail Development

Evaluating existing roadways helps identify
where new greenways and bike trails can be
added most efficiently.
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Ohio River Bikeway
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Kayra Koprulu | Niamh O'Melia
| Wynnie Serra | Zoe Limbach

The Ohio River corridor analysis
highlights strong opportunities for
future greenways along Ironton’s
North1st Streetlevee and the Ohio
River Scenic Byway in Proctorville,
where available space and nearby
public land support safer, more
connected biking and walking
routes. More constrained streets
in South Point and Rome remain
important network links but
will require careful design and
coordination due tolimited right-of-
way and adjacent private property.



Ohio River Water Trail
PLAN4041Spring 2026
Margaret Dull | Eljah Venargus
| Adelaide Sheets

Ohio River Way’'s National
Water Trail now covers more
than 300 miles from Ashland to
West Point, Kentucky, creating
an opportunity for Lawrence
County tojointhroughaproposed
extension centered on Ironton.
Implementation includes river
access improvements such as
docks, kayak stops, paths, and
public waterfront space, low-
impact shoreline amenities
and connecting visitors to local
restaurants, shops, and other
businesses to support broader
economic revitalization.

OHIO RIVER WAY BRINGS NEW OPPORTUNITY
JOINING A COALITION

Ohio River Way is an organization that pushes for increased
recreational use of the Ohio River. They recently accomplished
getting over 300 miles of the Ohio from Ashland to West Point,
Kentucky designated as a National Water Trail. Lawrence County
is not currently a part of this trail and is the first upstream county
notincluded.
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Prioritizing river access by emphasizing
pedestrian infrastructure and river recreation
through implementation of kayak stops/docks,
designated pathways to the river, public riverside
property and more.

SHORELINE PROGRAMMING

Initiating programming to enhance river
experience such as short-term housing and
entertainment amenities with river access.

ECONOMIC AFFECTS

As aresult, local businesses will have the
‘economic support from river tourists to boost
internal activity and enhance the experience of
business districts.

THE RIVER THE FOREST SHORE PROGRAMS BUSINESS DISTRICT
natural river with natural green low density / impact local restaurants,
recreational vegetation buffer programming shopping, &

access amenities

UNDERSTANDING THE TRANSECT

The natural transect that occurs provides opportunity for phasing to originate on and adjacent to the river
then flowing outward as more economy prospers. Initialing light programming with river access will enhance
the use of river infrastructure and boost local economy. Naturally, the business owners will benefit from
tourists and locals utilizing river amenities.

PADDLE RECREATION HUB
NORTH OF SOUTH POINT

GOALS - Use the momentum from Ohio River Way to create a community node
where locals + tourists can gather to access the river

Establish a centrally located recreation hub that supports recreation,
tourism, and local business growth

Use existing features and new cut + fill techniques to create a unique,
welcoming water atmosphere

TENNESSEE RIVER LINE | PADDLE WATER TRAIL

Attract more than 800,000 additional paddlers annually
$104 miillion in direct and indirect regional spending

2,000 new jobs + add $65 million in income

Increase local & state tax revenue by $2.6 million each year
across Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee

ST. PATRICK’S ISLAND | CHANNEL WATER INTERACTION

Reshaped river channels to create a floodable landscape
that safely brings Bow River water into the island

Formed shallow, accessible pools through grading and soft
riverbank design so people can wade and play

Used naturalized edges and terraces to manage floods
while enhancing ecological function and public access

MARIETTA, OH | RECREATION HUB + LAUNCH SITE

- $9.4millioninvestmentsecured from Wonderful Waterways
Appalachian Community Grant to upgrade riverfront
Partof Ohio's $20B outdoor recreation economy supporting
150,000+ jobs
Low-cost, high-return improvements are feasible such as
launch points, safety infrastructure, and rental partnerships

PUBLIC CREEK-SIDE CAMPSITE PARK
SYMMES CREEK | 36 ACRES

GOALS: - Create alow-impact water recreation corridor by activating the Symmes Creek
water way in proximity to the Ohio River.

Allow for sustainable and outdoor opportunities for locals and tourists in order to

build economic success.
Implement a variety of short-term lodging opportunities for tourist and locals to
enjoy the quaintness of this location.

ST. PATRICKS ISLAND | CALGARY, CANADA

A 3l-acre area being transformed from a neglected urban island!
into a natural, flood-able park. Located at the confluence of

the Bow and Elbow Rivers, it has a strong ecological history and
includes lowland channels and wetlands. The design allows for

THE RIVER ELECTRIC | GUERNEVILLE, CALIFORNIA
A 7-acre campsite located in the Russian River floodplain. It uses
bio-retention techniques to help manage flooding and support
faster site recovery. Permanent structures are built with flood-
resistant materials and systems, while many other elements are
sseasonal and removable to adapt to changing water conditions.

LOCUST CREEK | WELLSBURG, KENTUCKY

The site is located within a floodplain with excellent river access. It is
designed for long-term rentals, including camper spots and deck
boats. The only permanent infrastructure is water access provided
for each rental unit, allowing the rest of the site to remain flexible
and adaptable to flood conditions and renter needs.

seasonal river flow, which helps create a more biodiverse habitat.

PROCTORVILLE MARINA
WEST OF PROCTORVILLE | 106 ACRES

GOALS: - Increase accessibility to the river through improved boat launches and -
interactions. L
Create opportunities to activate spaces that will allow for people torelax =
and spend more time in that location.
Foster an environment conducive for significant economic development.

LUDLOW BROMLEY YACHT CLUB, BROMLEY, KY

The Ludlow Bromley Yacht Club is a dock well
regarded for its night life across the river from
Cincinnati. This could be a good example of what
Proctorville could do with a dock/marina.

LAKE CUMBERLAND STATE DOCK, KY

The Lake Cumberland State Dock is one of the
busiest boat launches for Lake Cumberland and
the dock features a bar, cafe, and restaurant with
the attached park space uphill from the docks.

CHARLEVOIX MARINA, CHARLEVOIX, MI
This Case Study highlights how a dock can spur
economic development. This marina next to
downtown Charlevoix supports numerous local
businesses.

Recreation hub equipment station easily
accessible to water.

Low maintenance infrastructure that is
easily removable and replaceable.

= My’ 49

Waterfront access via paddler dock and
encouraged interaction with the Ohio River.

Community recreation through k
a

Environmental stewardship by g
r nd maintain habitat

Spur economic development through the
creation of a new commercial district.

Improve access to water through boat
yak launches, and docking

Activate the land by creating a place for
people on the water to stop and linger

Ohio River Water Trail
PLAN4041Spring 2026
Margaret Dull | Elijah Vienargus
| Adelaide Sheets

A waterfront-development
strategy centered on expanding
public river access, outdoor
recreation, tourism, and local
economic activity prioritizes
projects such as a Proctorville
marina and commercial district, a
low-impact creek-side campsite
park,and a paddle recreation hub
near South. Across the concepts,
the plan emphasizes boat and
kayak launches, docks, camping
and short-term lodging, flexible
flood-resilient infrastructure, and
ecological stewardship.



Agriculture and Tourism
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Building on the Rome Beauty Apple, the county's land - its soils,
climate zones, vacant agricultural acreage, and abandoned mine sites
- should be the foundation for a new kind of regenerative economy
by weaving agriculture, recreation, and small-business economy
together across the landscape.

The Vision

Lawrence County has a lot of underused land: vacant farmland,
abandoned mines, and empty urban lots. This plan treats that land as a
resource rather than a liability. By connecting agriculture, recreation, and
small-business production into one system that runs from the forest to
theriver, the county can build a circular, nature-based economy.

These agriculture-based destinations would complement the county’s
existing trail and heritage projects. All of them serve the same goal:
giving people areason to stay and thrive in Lawrence County.

Three Key Elements

» Agriculture: beekeeping, indoor farming, mine-land revitalization, orchard
restoration, and small-scale crops.

» Recreation: outdoor education, fruit and forage trails, lodging, mushroom
foraging, and trail expansion.

» Economy: co-0ps, business incubators, mobile distribution, food processing and
production, and updates to land use and zoning rules.

Five Geographic Zones

» Forest Gateway Zone: the entry point to the system.

» Forage Zone: wild and cultivated foraging.

» Orchard Zone: restored orchards and fruit trails.

» Surface Mine Zone: reclaimed mine land put to productive use.

» Innovation Zone: the hub for processing, incubation, and distribution.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

1

Transforming Mines to
Productive Ecosystems

A phased 110 year plan converting
abandoned mines into crop plots,
forage trails, apiaries, indoor farming
greenhouses, and ecological
remediation zones.

2

Forest Gateway

A gateway hub at the Wayne National
Forest boundary combining lodging,
mushroom foraging, outdoor
education, and a fruit/forage trail.

3

Community-farms

Establishing a network of community-
oriented farms, including the Rome
Beauty apple heritage and natural
landscape identity of the county)

4

Urban Production & Processing

Afood hub in Downtown Ironton
aggregating and processing produce
from northern county farms for
regional markets, combining a

€0-0p, business incubator, mobile
distribution, and indoor farming.

5

Aid/Symmes Valley High School

Build a local agricultural economy
around companion-planted vegetable/
flower gardens, orchards, and farm-
to-table restaurant partnerships, with
Symmes Valley High School as an
institutional anchor - aiming for self-
sustaining local production, culinary
education,and community events.
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Lawrence County Agriculture Map
Source: Lawrence County Auditor's Parcel Data
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The production and processing of new micro-agriculture in Lawrence County,
paired with well thought out distribution, marketing, and consumption

Fostering the Laurels strategies will.
PLAN7007 | Fall 2025
/f/s Boyef Boost Quality of Life for Residents

# Farm and school
= Cooking classes, tours,
= sustainble practices

Turning suitable public and
vacant land into community
gardens, orchards, and farms
can build a circular food
economy that is ecologically
sound,community-centered,and
economically resilient, starting in
Aidin partnership with Symmes
Valley High School's FFA.

Use innovative ecological approaches

% Forest Farming

= Dresden, OH

= Cultivation of Medicinal herbs and mushrooms
# From hobby to full time business

Increasing economic opportunity
Agrarian Commons.and Mad Ag

# Affordability for new farmers

& Community land trust

# Assistance with building equity

gqu:-_' Offer a model for revitalization of
rural counties across the US

. Local Products
® Veterans create viable tree crop

Economy
= Regenerative Agriculture
+ Food bearing Ecosystem

Nutrient Booster
Higher Yields
Increased Bio-Diversity "1 Great Parks
Lights Festival =
Pumpkin carving=
Egg Hunte

= Games

4 = = * Less Chemicals
e ..._f;na_\'%‘!"‘ * Healthy Food

* Long-term Vitality

New Technology Interactive Designs

. . - Design Ideas
Agrivoltaics Garden Stepping Stones _
Energy Producti Decorative Fencing o
Efficien

Innovation®

Richardson Farm

= Observation Bridges

= Camp fire rentals

Entrepreneur training
Trellis;® " Access to Equipment

Informal Gatherings a
Coworking #

Message Group *

Project

‘Active collaboration

‘Growth

Resiliance

novative

Business Models

#Concentration of Businesses

Hope and Main ,

Networking

Unique Organization
altimore Orchard

" Allowing Failure

Private Public Partnerships.

I

“STemporary Pop-Ups

Innovative Companion Planted Vegetable and
Ata drrespment

Flower Garden
= better for the crops
* creates bio-diversity

Flst Land (Sicper » 101

=8 ac plet
Scenic Design

= exciting experience for kids and adults MO Foanary iant e
You-Pick opportunities Soil: Licking Silt Lowss

* something to take home for the visitors M Wi Cosamsikin

= revenue for the managers

Potential
Partnership with
Symmes Valley
High School FFA
East West
Connection

0
Proximity to
town of Aid

Returning to the memory of Rome-Beauty Apple
= Family fun activities

New Possibilities
= Changing climate ~ different suitable fruits
* Experience remains the same
* Expansion of products

Holiday Experiences
= Fresh places to celebrate

Soils Legend

18
L35
| NEE ]

Jurisdiction
1

East West
Connection

Potential Zones for Community Farms

in Lawrence County

Ideal Site:
Slopes less then 10
|___BEE
s

610

-

IAIong the Ohio River

|

Time of Harast

Fall

Fostering the Laurels
PLAN7007 | Fall 2025
Iris Boyer

Turning suitable publicand
vacant land into community
gardens, orchards, and farms
canbuild acircular food
economy thatis ecologically
sound,community-centered,and
economically resilient, starting in
Aid in partnership with Symmes
Valley High School's FFA.



URBAN PRODUCTION & PROCESSING

To cultivate a thriving economy by transforming underutilized blocks into a dynamic hub for
small business innovation, food processing, and regional distribution - empowering Appalachian
growers, makers, and entrepreneurs to bring healthy, natural products from farm to table and
from the community to the world.

Food Ecosystem Grow it, Getiit, Eat it.

PLAN3031|Summer 2025
Caroline Van Buskirk | Reese
Stangelo | Ella Lisac

A shared vision for regenerative

Phasing

Short-Term (1-3 Years)
-+ Land Use Updates

Plan Principles

Local food hub in
Downtown Ironton

STRATEGIES MAP

A Food-Lover's Guide to
Lawrence County

PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Ella Schultian | Emmett Foley
| Melina Duque | Will Hein

Ariverfront food and community

land stewardship—unitin o St EEEm oyiccessipoand hubin Lawrence Count
p 9 - Testing Kitchen distribution IRONTON CHESAPEAKE Y,
o g g lid-" _ . As the largest city in the county by population, Located across the Ohio River from Huntington, q 8
productive agriculture, ecological MicelSoears] PEEEEES el Romton P s svong contro busto B s WentVrginin Chesapeske provies diferens Ohio, connecting local farms,
«  New Market from northern a popular farmers’ market. With a floodwall opportunities than other pedestrian hubs in the
1 H 1 i I he r, flood risks for th d d bility. This pl: Hall H
restoration, community learning, e lerienED @iy oty dveed B el et reovsomantcovarad oot 1700 farm-to-table dining, public
X X . +Trail Expansion farms and visual barrier from the river. This project economy. This proposal aims to help pedestrianize .
« Co-Op Hub « Prepares and explores how to reactivate the space around the the area through locally sourced food, creating
andlasting regionalimpact. Long. Term (5-10 Years) e Fisieteovato i v Mo g Sty parks, educational programs,
ERA (EFUNEETE) packagesioo serve efforts to increase agricultural production in proposal includes a snack shack offering small bites .
+ Mobile Distribution regional markets the county, by creating spaces for residents and on the currently vacant riverfront featuring seating, and food donations through
Hub . Drives urban tourists to enjoy, learn, and participate in local green space, and waterfront access.
. agriculture.
- Advanced economic growth walkable downtown spaces.
Manufacturing and small business
- Indoor Greenhouses support SOUTH POINT PROCTORVILLE
Known for its industrial park - The Point, South Located along the riverfront, experiences frequent
Point has seen new development from Azure which and sometimes severe flooding due to its location
opens the door for more food-related businesses. in the 1% annual flood zone. These flood events
Small greenery parks as well as a Youth Sports park impact local land use, disrupt community activities,
dot the waterfront. South Point Park is recieving a and challenge traditional agriculture. Rather than
Sy grant toward infrastructure improvements as well as treating flooding solely as a hazard, this project

FFH

TRANSFORMING MINES TO PRODUCTIVE ECOSYSTEMS

The project aims to revitalize an abandoned surface mine in the
northern area of the county by transforming it into a productive,
ecologically sustainable spaces that blend micro-agriculture,
recreational opportunities, and economic development. This approach
allows for a unique blend of recreation, economy, and agricultural
strategies blending opportunities for tourists and residents and
strengthening the interplay between the urban and the forest.

Physical Constraints

+ Northern portion of county,
less connection/infrastructure,
topography

- Surface mine remediation
+ soil quality remediation

- Seasons affecting agricultural
productivity

+ Land acquisition

Regulatory Constraints

- Mine reclamation/
remediation standards

- Environmental regulations

- National Forest regulations

+ Permits for uses ‘CONCEPTUAL SITE DIAGRAM

2 bike-pedestrian path. This project explores how
South Point s  place where individuals can expand
their palate and explore new culinary experiences.

It s the opportune location for a Food Rescue
Kitchen and Distribution F:

explores how floodwaters can be used to cultivate
food, guiding the design of swales, terraces,

and plantings to create  resilient, water-driven
agricultural landscape.

SITE PLAN

This 155-acre riverfront site experiences seasonal flooding and sits at the edge of an active
community. lts location and landscape offer opportunities to explore resilient design
strategies that respond to water while connecting people to the riverfront.

Potential Users

Programmatic Elements

1. Local residents Terrace Farming
2. Community farmers / urban growers « Three zones with plants of varying water
" . tolerance.
USERS 3. Regional farmers and produce suppliers « Flood-based farming that absorbs river
1CO-0P MEMBERS 4. Farmers market vendors floodwaters.
BEEKEEPERS 5. Youth and students (Fairland Local «  Crops are harvested and sold at the farmers
NVIRONMENTAL + hool Distri market.
DUCATIONAL GROUPS School District)
6. Visitors and community members Housing Development
7. Pedestrians and daily path users *  Residences located near the farmers market.
8. Social service and community «  Residents can own and steward terrace farming

CONCEPTUAL SITE VISION

Short-Term: 1-3 Years

Mid-Term: 3-5 Years

Long-Term: 5-10 Years

nd &
community partnerships

+ Beginland tion, soil

fCo-Op +

educational programs

and grading sites
+ Installation of first greenhouses and
hives, sheds

greenhouses, and apiculture and
educational programs.

+ Construction of co-op infrastructure,
of

establish regional impact

- Fulltrail network buit out, ecotourism
brand estabiished

-+ Integration with county-wide local
food and recreation systems

- Community
partnership-building
- Trail layout and clearing

- Launch of orchards + forage trails,
build signage + way finding

 events, and
workshops

i for biodiversity and
soil health recovery.

- Complete indoor farming + infrastructure.
build out

- Full-scale co-op program + training programs.

18

organizations

plots

Farmers Market

« Open on weekends for residents and visitors.

« Includes a sorting hub with private truck access
for deliveries from northern farms.

«  Weekly educational programs for youth on
produce sorting and distribution

Connection Path

«  Dedicated path connecting housing, farmers
market, Kroger parking lot, and riverfront.

* Riverfront path offers views of terrace farming
and the water.

Infiltration Systems
Converted to permeable pavement with
surrounding bioswales to absorb floodwater.

Potential Users

Progromatic Elements

ENVISIONING PRODUCTIVE ECOSYSTEMS SITE PLAN Public Space
1. Local residents + Addition of parks and plazas
i MAP KEY 2. Community farmers / urban growers Education
el R el Pedestrian Hubs 3. Regional fuyrmers and roducge Farm to Table Food options +  Educational classes through the
= T e e e - Regior P! « Primary restaurant / mesting space restaurants and farms
T Mixed Use Residentia\. suppliers Farmers market vendors " Food D i
Crop 223270 acres - Compost drop points ~ Lease-to-own microplots 4. Youth and students * Riverfront snack shack ood Donation
— + Tool lockers/sheds + Rotational regenerative framing Pedestrian Pathway . Sy . Community Farms + Excess food from the farms and
s - Signage + fencing for . hip program: 5. Visitors onc_i community members + Two farms located on the west side of the restaurants will go towards a
: - . Tree (Apple Tree)* k2 6. Social service and community central business district donation program
Fruit + Forage 80-120 acres + 6-10 miles of trail network + Seasonal forage tourism RO
Trails . + Wayfinding signs + Hikes / Educational walks. Tomato Plant organizations
« Flora + fauna and land history signage « U-pick Orchards 1
i + Rest spots +Kiosks Corn Plant 5
o L4 - Buffer zones
Apiculture | 10-20 acres - Beehives - Pollinator + Beekeeping educational tours. Public Seating il
o © | (nterspersed) « Apiary Shelters + Natural poliination across whole site
L P - Pollinator perimeter planting - Honey + Beeswax Production/products
- - Storage sheds
Infrastructure 30-45 acres + 2Co-Op hubs - Additional pathways
+Access . i -+ Pavil
Indoor 20-35 acres - 3-5Modular 3
Farming - Solar panels - Research/Partnerships with schools + universities
- Water tanks
Ecological 290-330 acres - Wiife Corridors + Buffers - Habitat Monitoring Equipment
Remediation | . di
Zones 1
PHASING




Growing a Brighter Future
PLAN4041| Spring 2026

Alex Cartwright | Andrew Ho |
Colin O'Donnell | Jackson Hannah

Integrated Housing, Farming
& Flood Resilience: A scalable
community model that combines
terraced agriculture, clustered
housing, open space, and flood
mitigation—balancing strong
funding potential with significant
upfront infrastructure and flood-
risk challenges.

Strategies Overview

|

!
High-tunneling Farming —/

r~— Agrihood & C5A

Agrivaltaics 7

— Brownfield Remediafion

AGRIVOLTAICS

Agrivoltaics is the experimental practice
of collocating agricultural and Solar
Production. Agrivoltaics helps maximize
land productivity and eliminate disputes
between Energy Producers and Farmers,
This preject proposes establishing a
crop production research site before
implementing the practice countywide.

Studied Ratio of Yield to Light Change
In Agrivoliaics Studies

Pty § Tubary
B Prorearial Fiuits
‘ Libgurnih

] B Frua Wegueaties
@ Corratn

iwld [ ILigha v Controd
.

TYPOLOGIES

Animal
Grazing

Sites in the US
268

Land Utilization
High

Ease ol Imglementation
High

Aggitional Profit
High

Research Need
Low

Crop Production

Sites in the US

55

Land Utilization

High

Eage ol Imalementation
Low

Additional Profn

High

Research Meed

High

Hahilat

Sites in the US
452
Land Utilizatian
Low

Ease of Implementation

H.gr.
Addivenal Profil
Low
Research Need
Low

Greenhouse

Sies in the US

3

Land Ukhization

High

Ease of Implementalicn
Low

Adaitional Profit

High

Research Meed

High

STRATEGIES & ANALYSIS

STRENGTHS

= Housing, food, and open space in one model

« Terraced farming reduces runoff and flood risk

=« Scalable, projects can start small and grow with funding
= Addresses housing and food access together

WEAKNESSES

= High upfront costs for grading and infrastructure

«  Cut & fill work requires significant capital

«  Long wait time before community can enjoy the full benefits

= Needs a committed overarching organization to hold it
together

OPPORTUNITIES

«  Flood mitigation grants align directly with site conditions

= County flood history makes the funding case stronger

«  Can draw all housing, agricultural, and environmental
grants at once

THREATS
«  Flooding could damage early investment
« Legal precendence
i near flood-pi land

SCALE

Co-op Farming

Innovative Farming

T <

Community Farms

Clustered Housing

Terracing

Community Hubs

COST & INVESTMENT

Case Studies

Agritopia, AZ

RESEARCH SITE

South Point Middle/High School

The research site will be co-located
with the Middle and High school to al-
low for the implementation of Agricul-
tural programs in the school.

The site will serve as both the first
Agrivoltaic test site in Appalachia and
first orchard facility in the Eastern US.

PHASING

MNear Term

-Establish Agrivoltaics Program in
School

-Implement small scale Orchard
Research

Longer Term

-Expand Agrivoltaics site and add
programatic elements

-Build Energy Storage Facility and
export power beyond school grounds

Orchard Farming

Flecdrans = P

Leafy Greans

Ay Daily sakl

DESIGN

260ft
Residential Area

100-130ft
Riparian Buffer

60ft
Terraced Retaining
Walls

Natural Parks/Farm

Farming on Retaining

Co-habitance
with wildlife

s)jeM Buuiejay pasetss)

Nature Paths & Trails

MASTERPLAN - CHEASAPEAKE

« Housing is oriented to provide views over the working farms

+ Single-family residential units integrated with the natural landscape

+ Trail system connects the 3 natural environments: backyards and gardens,

terraced farm, and riparian buffer

—_—

GREENSPACE

AGRICULTURE

RIPARIAN

PATHWAYS

RESIDENTIAL

Natural Riparian Buffer

Terraced Farms

Boardwalk, Trails, and Paths

Residential Housing Cluster

9 acres

25.5 acres

16.5 acres

1.85 miles

4 acres
10-14 units

« Residents participate in farm through CSA shares, plot leases, or
subscription fees to be provided with the fresh goods

+ Market pavilions / community hub creates concentration areas

Growing a Brighter Future
PLAN4041| Spring 2026

Alex Cartwright | Andrew Ho |
Colin O'Donnell| Jackson Hannah

Integrated Housing, Farming
& Flood Resilience: A scalable
community model that combines
terraced agriculture, clustered
housing, open space, and flood
mitigation—balancing strong
funding potential with significant
upfront infrastructure and flood-
risk challenges.
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Experience, Ecology and Economy )

|
|
|
With its robust natural and ecological assets, Lawrence County hosts ,I |
many opportunities for new and improved parks, recreation, and | I
cultural activities to improve the everyday quality of life of residents. | |

|

|

|

Lawrence County's tri-state border along the river could be a convergence zone \
attracting new residents from Kentucky and West Virginia. The Wayne National L
Forest covering the northern half of the county along with creeks, lakes, ponds
and 82% tree coverage in between create a haven for those wishing to embrace
life in a clean, natural environment. Parks and trails located in Lawrence County
can be further connected and extended to serve multiple modes of transportation
at once. For example, Ohio has designated portions of State Routes 775, 7, and
650 as Ohio Bike Route 65. Partnerships with state-level initiatives may increase
access to funding, maintenance, and logistical support. Its natural river shoreline
presents opportunities for resilient infrastructure to help protect the growth of future
generations responsibly, while serving as sites for recreational and educational
programming.

—_———

SCIOTO COUNTY:OH GALLIA COUNTY, OH

Lawrence County Base Map »
Source: ArcGIS Online and student projects

Blue and Green Infrastructure

Developing innovative planning and
design strategies to create resilient
landscapes that connect blue and
greeninfrastructure

Land Conservation/Restoration

Fostering practices that promote
long-term protection of natural assets
and actively restoring degraded
ecosystems

Municipality Boundary

Township Boundary

Opportunity Zone

r=—-aar——ar /"1
| IS R R B |

AID

Wayne National Forest

Population Urban Centers

Addressing population decline and its Revitalizing existing urban centers in

. . . . = County Boundary
implications for urban and rural places  the county to accommodate tourism - U el
inthe county while ensuring livability for residents —(#)=  State Route ¥ —

——— Municipal Road
Tourism Economy Ohio River

LAWRENCE

Railroad Line
-~ - - - _

HHH-
Reinforcing the county’s tourism Reinforcing the county’s tourism

. . Ohio River 7 SYMMES CREEK }
assets/centers as hubs of social,  assets/centers as hubs of social, CORRIDOR _}
economic and environmentalresilience ~ economic and environmentalresilience =~ ———  Creek (I

Abundant Natural Resources
PLAN7007 | Fall 2025
Adebukola Aderanti| Anupadma
Ramachandran | Letsema Dikgale

 ReseRvoRs srﬁﬁus
17 118

3
musw LAKES Q

1st ETNA FURNACE

(1832-1888) CLOSED 1895

Lawrence County has abundant natural
resources but needs aplan/effort to develop the
2 il g | district's industrial heritage, natural resources,

\ = 2 i K R
Q.. .Q___, Mook, 1 Restore T and recreation, prevent decline and boost KY
IFWE DO NOTHING?222 community pride and environmental awareness.

# Untapped Industrial Hertiage &  Economic Decline WHY CONNECT?.

%  Decline Overall Develop the district into a vibrant
Quality of Life recreational hub
Enhance resident pride about their history

-0
‘. ALICE FURNACE
(1875)

4

# Population Decline

HORSE TRAILS and hertiage
~ 46.66 miles, : Promote access to the abundant natural
across 9 trails, 'ﬁ‘ resource available in the district N
L trailheads ' Promote environmental awareness,
BACKPACKING TRAILS protection ]
Promote multimodal connectivity between 5 M IleS

. L " Wayne Forest and community I

% 17-mile loop trail
74U Connect State Road 93

66 Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan Experience, Ecology and Economy 67
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West Corridor | Furnace Trail ’;%

The Iron Furnace Trail project recommendation is intended to p D
reimagine State Rt. 93, smaller roadways, and the former CH&D :
and DT&lI rail line routes into a scenic tour and hiking experience for

residents and outdoor enthusiasts visiting the county. SCIOTO COUNTY, OH

The Concept BUCKHORN
The trail reimagines the iron furnaces—once the roaring engines of the 19th- ZOME

century economy— as site-specific art installations. Rather than simply preserving
them as static relics, this project invites artists to interact with the stone stacks.

Imagine, for instance, the furnaces illuminated from within at night using solar- l3
powered LEDs to mimic the "bloom" of a working furnace, creating a welcoming,
glowing beacon in the Buckhorn wilderness. The Iron Canvas is an opportunity to A 4
invite world-class artists and cultured travelers into a conversation about art within

the natural landscape.

1
{
¥
I
. . . - }
There is a human story to be told through art installations that reflect the families '
of the iron workers and the conductors of the Underground Railroad who moved , |
|
\ |
1
1
1
I
¥
]
I
J

through these same hills. Additionally, art could highlight the resilience of the Wayne
National Forest as it grows back over the industrial the past, celebrating the county’s

"green” future. 1
The Site The Ironton Gateway

The rail corridor comprises both the DT& and CH&D rail lines with a total length of Stari h h i
44 miles. It weaves along the valley floors from Ironton through Pedro to Washington taﬁmg at the COUTW seat, t ? tra Voo L L
begins as an urban "Linear Park" that >

Township. The corridor has flat to gentle slopes ranging from 0-6% and runs
parallel to Storms Creek, Pine Creek, and State Route 93 in certain sections. It
intersects with multiple land parcels owned by various entities, including individuals,
corporations, NGOs, the county, the state, and the federal government. Currently,
there are three tunnels along the length of the rail corridor. Two of these tunnels
have collapsed (Dean Tunnel and the tunnel between Lawrence County and Gallia
County), and the remaining one in Royersville is in poor condition. Some tunnel
restoration should be considered to complete the experience.

J \K‘,
Buckhorn / ’
| !

- Most Remote and Untamed

i |
- Ideal for Hiking, Camping, 4
Retreat { i
\-;_{f Bl
Multi-Modal Route — —
Pedro

- Furnaces in Best Condition, ™.
Lake Vesuvius & Ranger
Station

- ldeal for Artistic Furnace
Interpretations, Lodge

showcases the city's history.  This
trail should leverage existing points
of interest within Ironton such as the
murals painted on the levee wall which
document historic moments and
stories of several notable residents
from the county.

2

The Pedro Hub

As travelers move north along the
repurposed DT&I and CH&D corridor,
a concentration of furnace locations,
including Lake Vesuvius, along with
existing hiking trails create a natural
epicenter for the furnace trail.

3

The Buckhorn Odyssey

Further north, the environment shifts
into a "remote wilderness" experience.
The art becomes more rugged, found
and integrated into the forest, rewarding

West Corridor | Furnace Trail Map
Source: ArcGIS Online and Student Projects
r=—aAa

| | Municipality Boundary

L —a
r——n
|

I : Township Boundary

| I |
r—n"
| | Opportunity Zone
b e d

Wayne National Forest

e County Boundary

— # = State Route

——— Municipal Road

+HHH  Railroad Line

[ Ohio River
e Creek
ﬂ Furnace

* Existing Projects
f Proposed Trail Project

Ironton

Good Building Stock and River
* Proposed Improvement Project

hikers and cyclists with moments of
discovery in the deep Appalachian R
N * Proposed Green Infrastructure Project

]
, I
. )
|
! |
N N ! :'
QAR |
} &é~ J e !_ J  Proposed Blue Infrastrucutre Project

West Corridor | Furnace Trail

;9,0
Access RN

i SN
- ldeal for Live, Work and RN

Experience Culture

68 Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan



West Corridor | Furnace Trail (cont.)

70

Multimodal Design: A Path for Everyone

By leveraging State Route 93 for motorized tourism and conversion of 44 miles
of the DT&I and CH&D railways for non-motorized use, the trail creates a layered
experience:

» Cyclists and Hikers: A safe, flat "Rails-to-Trails" path provides an accessible
way for families and adventure seekers to cover long distances away from traffic.
Proper interpretative and way-finding signage should be integrated for more
identifiable trailheads, passage along the trails, lookouts, public art, and other
points of interest.

» The Arts Corridor (SR 93): Strategic pull-offs and overlooks along Route 93
allow those traveling by car or motorcycle to experience the larger-scale artistic
interpretations, ensuring the project is inclusive of allmobility levels.

4

Heritage Tourism: By providing world-class recreation and unique cultural
experiences, Lawrence County gives young professionals and families another
reason to plant roots in the County and creates a reason for visitors to stay
overnight, supporting local businesses in Ironton and surrounding townships to
create experience economy opportunities.

PHASE 1: LINKING IRONTON
First 139 miles of the il
Features boardwalk il fom

PIG IRON TRAIL
Constraints: Potential Users:

RESTORE LINK  COMMUNITY ~Harsh Topography ~Residents

The old Detrot Toledo & ronton (OT&d), Grand “Finding Funding Toursts , phie
Trunk Western, Peansylvania, Penn Central Private Property Runners! rsemton o clding
train line. Primarily exported iron from Ironton aspects of myﬁinmng:

in Lawrence County to Toledo and Detroit. .
0] L
278 miles

th City of Ironton o the edge of i3
Wayne National Frest. Connects

This trail would effectively connect the city
of Ironton to the forest; promoting hiking,
‘walking, and running.

RAILS-TO-TRAILS

PHASE 2: RIVER TO THE FOREST
The second 13.9 miles would start where Phase 1 left of,in Lisman. MINE RESTORATION
This phase of the trailwould consist of a compact gravel pathway. This
portion would successfuly connec Irontan to Wayne Nationa Foest,
allowing residents better access to the natural resource.

o
5 FURNACE RESTORATION
WAYFINDING

LAND USE &
APPRAISAL
DTI PARCELS LAND USE INVENTORY :i;g:t; APPRAISAL

In 2025, The DT& footprint ran through 72
pacels, Most of the land belongs to private
owners and is residential (500-599).
However, A large share of parcels belong
to government entities, which usually
means smoother acquisition processes.

Parcels along the DT& footprint range
drasticallyin appraisal value. With the
‘accumulation of various state and federal
funding sources, Lawrence County can
produce the necessary funds to acquire all or
portions of these parcels. Shown below are
39% ‘some examples of private parcels
PRIVATE AGRICULTURAL

=
X e IR
4% - '
MUNICIPALGOVERNMENT -
% = 45
1% .- 3 PRIVATE Aprasa Valoe§25190
sm[nwm:m o i % —
' o o ApprasalVaue$spg10 <"
‘Shown are the twelve most prevalent GRAND TRUNK w“"::"{: - e ," 24“/0 PARCEI'S
tand use classifcatons n Ohio.In the . & T, _— 2
aforementioned map, we can visualize 4% E . Apprial i $16280 ==~ ‘."&‘
classifications are mst concentrated ° 3% MEAN VALUE A
along the DT lne. DETROIT, TOLEDO, & IRONTON RR OTHER &
60409 i

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

oW RDZY
. Appraisl Value §227,520

The Pig Iron Trail
PLAN3031|Summer 2025
Aaralyn Gross | Lanie Tarowsky |
Max Adams

The Pig Iron Trail: A 27.8-mile Lawrence
County connection linking Ironton's
iron-making heritage, restored mine

and furnace sites, and Wayne National
Forest—creating space for neighbors and
visitors to walk, run, bike, and explore.

Coordination and Funding Recommendations:

» Build relationships between stakeholders with similar
interests and goals (eg. Rails to Trails conservancy,
American trails)

» Establish a steering committee to facilitate discussions
between the Federal Government and the County
regarding experiential moments within Wayne National
Forest.

» Seek funding through various sources, including the
Clean Ohio Trails Fund and the Recreational Trails
Program managed by the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources. These funds align perfectly with the county's
needs, such as designing and engineering services for its
collapsed tunnels and constructing trailheads and new trail
connections.

Urban'Art Experience - NYC Highline

Short-term:

» Community engagement to build support, buy-in, and
awareness.

» Improve coordination among all interested parties, notably
the Federal Government (responsible for Wayne National
Forest), the State of Ohio (responsible for Dean State
Forest), and Lawrence County.

» |dentify funding sources for the development of the trailand
associated amenities.

» Build a trailhead in Ironton at the base of the trail to
encourage use and boost momentum for its overall
development.

Medium term:
» Create linkages between local trails and the rail corridor.

» Create a management policy and design guidelines for the
development, use, and maintenance of the trails.

» Promote the trail and improve brand visibility. This will be a
continuous activity as long as the trails exist.

Long term:

» Reconstruction of the collapsed Dean tunnel and the tunnel
connecting Lawrence and Gallia County.

Reconstruction of the Royersville/Vesuvius tunnel.

M

» Construction of the proposed trailheads along State Route
93, Pedro, and Royersville.

~

West Corridor | Furnace Trail (cont.)
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Furnace Trails: Interactive
Art and Heritage
PLAN7007 | Fall2025
Anupadma Ramchandran

A visual exploration of art
installations, illuminated furnace
imagery, viewing towers, trail
signage, andrest-area furnishings
thatreinterpret Ironton, Lagrange,
Pine Grove, Lawrence, and Etna
furnace heritage for contemporary
public spaces.

Interactive Art Installations at
Park and Public spaces at Ironton

SHORT TERM PROPOSAL

SHORT TERM PROPOSAL

A scenic gateway inte the ferest and tramsportation
conngction between Pedro and Ironton. It will require street |
level cressings at county roads infersections .3 bridge and
baardwalk over Sterms Creek and tunnel ro-censtruction at
Reyersille.

< alf
Segment length-104 Miles

Aezess points/Connections- Dewntwwn , La Grange Royersvills,
Vine Groove, Pedra, Lisman Country Rd 21

Socondary Traithead provided at 17 miles in La GrangeRest -
stops are pragesed in between traheads, Ne‘ i

Urben treatment kowerds Pedio

Wayfinding Sig

Image Soures: Finterest, Geogle Search, httga:) o pic-bokscom/e-groupe-pic- bois/une-implantation- maticnalel scp-nocd-fliake-di-greape-ple-bhoia/

0 HOADLEY/GALLIA

The szction provides a vital link between industrial I A iy 1 1
hasitage and etber destinations ke Doan State f, p——g -
forest Reconstruction of the twe collapsed tunnets ]
aleng the route will be required Thers are two
prepesed pramary trailheads and fowr primary
trailheads aleng side shuitle bus and rest steps

e

Ledges around aress with water

Legend
o C Primary trod Heod
Sagmeat Lengih- 18] Miles o~ et i
» Busstep
Trail secest/eonnection-Lisman Dean State » Tennal 0y
Forest Buckhern A
Material-Crushod limestone/Asphalt MJ Varisus surface treatment

The section winds threugh the tewns of Lisman and
prevides a link ta the existing trails in the far west. |
On street eressings will be required whene it e o PR
intersects with couniry reads and small timber 3
crossing on creeks.Twa gateway traitheads are
preposed as well &5 rest staps in betwoen.

7

A typical rest area with shade, bencheswaste
receplacles signage bicycle racks among sthers
bl @& ) Legend
_\\-\/ OFrimary trail Hesd
O Secondary brail
Segment Length- 15.5 miles » Bus stop

Miles
Trail access- LismanSciol B 1 @ e

Material - Crushed limestons

Rails to Trails
PLAN7007 | Fall 2025
Letsera Dikgale

Rails-to-trails conversion in
Lawrence County, Ohio, creating
a 33.6-mile multiuse corridor that
links Lisman, Buckhorn, Dean
State Forest, and the Lawrence—
Scioto border through industrial
heritage, reconstructed tunnels,
trailheads, rest areas, creek
crossings,and crushed-limestone/
asphalt trail surfaces.



East Corridor | Symmes Creek

76

The proposed Symmes Creek Blue-Green Trail is a walking/hiking
pathway designed to provide land connectivity between the canoe
launch sites on the Arthur Ferguson Canoe Trail.

The Concept

Symmes Creek is a 76-mile invitation to explore the heart of Lawrence
County. Whether you are sleeping under the stars in Arabia or grabbing lunch
in Chesapeake, the creek offers an outdoor culture and premier eco-tourism
destination.

By focusing on physical restoration and official ODNR designation, this project
recommendation proposes to create a diverse “‘choose your own adventure’
recreational model that caters to a variety of demographics — from the ardent
outdoor adventure seeker to the casual day-tripper. The proposal includes
enhancement and connectivity between the Arthur S. Ferguson, Jr. Canoe Trailand
Symmes Creek, stretching from Arabia to the Ohio River at Chesapeake.

Symmes Creek Blue-Green Trail

The proposed Symmes Creek Blue-Green Trail is a walking/hiking pathway
designed to provide land connectivity between the canoe launch sites on the Arthur
Ferguson Canoe Trail. This project seeks to improve launch sites and implement a
trailway while serving three key principles:

» Ecology: The service of Ecology is performed through the
improvement of launch sites and creek health as well as the introduction of new
maintenance procedures that bolster and protect the environment surrounding
the creek.

» Economy: Economy will be serviced through the connection of launch sites to
local economic activities.

» Experience: The final principle of Experience will be implemented through the
incorporation of local activities and amenities supporting the launch points.

Arabia
- Most Remote Launch Site
- Ideal for Camping and
Multi-Day Canoe Activities

Aid
- Agricultural H.5,, Ball
Fields, Convenience
Station
- lIdeal for Long Canoe
Trips with Local Food
Experiences

----- __+— Chesapeake
k. — - Ohio River Inlet and
Restaurants
- Ideal for Short Canoe
Trips Combined with
More Urban Activities

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan
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The Arabia Wilderness

Designed for the multi-day adventurer.
Starting at the Arabia launch, paddlers
can enter the most secluded portions
of the creek. This region leverages
the “untamed” nature of the Wayne
National Forest. The vision includes
designated “Paddle-In" campsites
and trailheads that link the water to
the forest's hiking network, allowing
for a seamless ‘land and water”
Appalachian experience.

2

The Aid Connection

Targeted at families and day-trippers
seeking a 4 to 6 hour excursion from
the Aid canoe Launch to the Ohio River.
By centering this region around the Aid
canoe launch, the plan proposes an
economic loop for the local community.
Small-scale “trail-side” infrastructure
— such as gear rentals, refreshment
stands, and general stores — allows
paddlers to refuel and relax mid-trip
from points further north or to prepare
to kick off their journey, turning the
creek into a driver for small-business
growth.

3

The Chesapeake Gateway

The final stretch where the creek
meets the Ohio River focuses on
high-quality, accessible launch
points near Chesapeake. It offers an
“urban paddle’ experience where
residents and visitors can enjoy the
water for a few hours before easily
accessing restaurants, lodging, and
the conveniences of the riverside
communities.

GALLIA COUNTY, OH

25Miles

Symmes Creek Corridor Map

Source: ArcGIS & various student projects
r=—aAa
| | Municipality Boundary

Township Boundary
Opportunity Zone

Wayne National Forest

County Boundary

State Route
Municipal Road

Railroad Line

Ohio River

Creek

Furnace

Existing Projects

Proposed Trail Project

Proposed Improvement Project
Proposed Green Infrastructure Project

Proposed Blue Infrastrucutre Project

East Corridor | Symmes Creek
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Restoration and Formal Recognition

» Cleanup & Reinforcement: Removing decades of
debris and logjams will ensure the full 76 miles are truly
navigable. Combined with bio-engineered embankment
reinforcement, this preserves the water quality and
prevents the erosion that threatens local farmland.

» Erosion Control: Stream health was an immediate
determined need. During our site visit, we observed that the
stream was quite low. Based on the USGS gauge station
in Aid Township, it was determined that the stream was
traditionally staged at 5.58 feet. This shows a variationin the
stream basin that may be difficult to work around; however,
there are ways that the stream can be cared for that ensure
it does not lose any more capability in terms of its capacity.
One way that stream health can be improved, along with
capacity potential, is through protection against erosion.
Stream curves are the primary location where erosion can
occur, and one method for mitigating erosion is through
the planting of native plants into the exterior of the bend.
This holds the soil in place and reduces stream impact on
banks. Logs and wood debris can also provide a similar
benefit, which brings up the point of pollution reduction.
Organizations such as the Symmes Creek Restoration
Committee could be engaged to help community efforts
to clean up the creek. Any large wood debris found could
be reutilized to bolster the banks of the creek and reduce
erosion.

M

Trail Pathfinding: Trail pathfinding is an important aspect
for improving the recreational experience. A trail strategy
was conducted through the development of a suitability
model, derived through the geospatial arrangement of
water bodies, roadways, landscape slope, land vacancies,
and land use. Two trailways were conceptualized: one
by hand following nearby roadways, and one based on a
least-cost path utilizing the suitability model. More work will
need to be conducted surrounding the design of the trail;
however, the idea is to have stages of the trail, specifically
throughout the northern more rural portions, that will be
much more rugged and natural. Along roadways, trails
should be designed with porous asphalt that helps guide
and direct water toward channels that lead to the creek.

» ODNR Designation: Partnering with the Symmes
Creek Restoration Committee to secure the Paddle
Trail designation from the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources is critical for the proposal. This status provides
the formal framework for unified, high-visibility way-finding
and safety signhage; state-funded inclusion in regional
recreational brochures and maps; and access to dedicated
conservation and tourism grants.

Quality of Life & Retention

A restored Symmes Creek acts as a “blue-way” counterpart
to the proposed Iron Furnace Trail. It offers:

» Health & Wellness: Provides residents with 76 miles of
low-impact, high-engagement exercise.

» Ecological Stewardship: By improving the launch points
and reinforcing the banks, the county demonstrates a
commitment to the environment that resonates with
modern families looking to move to areas with “active”
conservation values.

» Connectivity: The creek serves as a natural thread that
ties the remote northern wilderness of the county directly
to the southern population centers on the Ohio River.

Launch Point Infrastructure

To transition Symmes Creek into a premier ODNR-
designated Paddle Trail, the master plan moves beyond the
water itself to address the “land-side” needs of the modern
traveler. A holistic vision requires that every journey is
supported by high-quality, sustainable infrastructure.

To protect the environment of the surrounding areas, the
proposal recommends self-sustaining, low-maintenance
restroom facilities at key launch points. By utilizing solar
power for lighting and ventilation, these units operate entirely
off-grid, minimizing the county's long-term utility costs
and environmental footprint. Clean, reliable facilities are
often an important factor for families and tourists choosing
a destination — providing these at the Arabia, Aid, and
Chesapeake hubs ensures a dignified and comfortable
experience for allusers.

The ODNR designation will unlock the funding necessary
for a comprehensive signage system including safety
and storytelling. Clear mileage markers and “next exit”
notifications can help paddlers track their progress and
identify their location in an emergency, while signage
including QR codes and plagues detailing the history of the
Underground Railroad river crossings and local industrial
heritage turns every paddle trip into an educational journey.

The proposal recommends graded, permeable-surface
parking lots at select canoe launch points to accommodate
increased traffic without causing runoff issues, improving
accessibility for seniors and individuals with limited mobility,
and preventing congestion on rural roads, particularly near
the Aid and Arabia points. Additionally, social sites could be
developed, such as community gardens and a rotating event
space for farmers markets and other events at launch points.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Sustainable, Low-Maintenance Restrooms

Inaccessible L aunch at Aid

East Corridor | Symmes Creek (cont.)
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PLAN7007 | Fall2025 ; X I i e ...? PLAN...| Spring 2026
Travis Clark - : ; = (%) Celeste Leonard | Jake Plummer | Shea

Paddle Trail designation is

= i vital for communities to McCrea | Kyra Williams | Brodly Smith
A blue greeh trail netwgrk that recelve funding for brachiifes, o .
connects sites at Arabia, Aid, maps and signage for safe A mock up of a trail guide for the 31.7-mile,

and Chesapeake through routes
informed by a suitability analysis.
The trail will combine nature,
creekside, and accessible paved
or “gray” segments, while launch
sites will provide core amenities , o
suchasrestrooms, parking, canoe - st Distance Path
racks, way-finding, and trail maps =~ [+ S
inanatural-looking setting.Larger |~ e e
comprehensivesitescanserveas |

community parks, with features
suchas playgrounds and pavilions

at Arabia Park, gardensand market | i”nih iliﬁ “‘nﬂlﬂilii

orevent space at Aid Community

Park, and fishing, exercise, and Standal’d

Ohio River educational amenities = Every site designed to have basic amenities and resources
to provide ease of access to the Blue-Green Trail

at Chesapeake Park. Public Restrooms, minor parking, and canoe racks

implemented at all launch sites

Wayfinding signage and basic trail information provided at )

each site Trail maps should be
included at each trail
entry for canoe launch

recreational passage entheir | Cjass | Arthur S. Ferguson Jr. Canoe Trail on
waterways. i .
Symmes Creek in Lawrence County, Ohio,
including mapping six launch sites from Arabia
to Chesapeake and their distances, amenities,
and access details. It highlights the creek’s
More than 4,000 sq. mi. in this .
: reqion withaut 5 designated forested Appalachlah scenery, .sandstone
' Ohio Paddle Trail outcrops, farmland, fishing and wildlife,as wellas
[

the community events, trail history and industrial
Symmes Creek - 76 mi. long heritage.

Built features should maintain sites with proper
a natural aesthetic, preserving navigational trail signage
feelings of natural isolation
while still providing amenities
thatimprove accessibility Canoe racks will be included
Green restrooms can be to allow people to store

incorporated with internal
septic systems and water
collection, or can be
connected to municipal
services.

their rafts for a limited time
while resting or drying off

. .
Launch Site Typologies B/ Aid Launch

A/ Arabia Laun SiLa g ver Access: Left
Address:V Mile west of S.R. 141 on County Road 16 (Aarons Cr L
GPS: Latitude 38.6619,

Amenities: Campsite

F / Chesapeake Launch

Aid Community Park Chesapeake Park |
= Sites are more involved, contain recreational or public f 1

activity spaces Basic Playground setup Community gardens Public Fish Cleaning Station
» have more large scale amenities and function more as a

[Covered pavilions with grill] Farmers market stalls, either an | Exercise area, primarily static

p?rk and le§5 as a launch site . o spaces and dining seating | available lot or permanent stalls | constructions for calisthenics
+ Sites function at a larger capacity and will likely have e e
some degree of expanded parking for ease of access Hammock poles and clean > | Ohio River educational signage

support potential for food trucks

lots for camping access and popups

and guides

With greater areas to work with,
playgrounds, farmers markets, and other
community spaces hold high potential for
development

The Aid launch sits approximately half a mile north of Aid and half a mile south of the The Chesapeake boat ramp is the southern terminus of the canoe trail, located a quarter
Symmes Valley Schools along SR 141, next to the baseball fields. The site has an ample mile north of SR 7 on County Road 123. Reopencd in 2005 through a partnership

rass parking area, picnic facilities, and fishing access. - .
The Arabia Canoe Launch is the northern starting point of the canoe trail, located just grass parking area, pi e between the SCRC and Lawrence County Commissioners, the site features a concrete

west of SR 141 on County Road 16 (Aarons Creek Road). Opened in late 2010 through a The USGS maintains a stream monitoring station nearby (USGS-03205470). launch ramp, ample paved parking, picnic area, and fishing access. The SCRC hosts its
partnership between Wayne National Forest, ODNR, and the SCRC, the site features a Paddlers can check real-time water levels at waterdata.usgs.gov before heading out. annual August raffle and community clean-up here.
. e paved parking lot, campsite, picnic area, and direct creek access. A grocery store and
. R = i A el " * restaurant are about one mile away on SR 141. The launch sits within the Wayne National Aid to Willow Wood- 5.6 Miles: Historical Significance:
FO T ¥ 3 : § Forest, by tall and sandstone ions visible from the water. The landscape transitions from deeper forest to a mix of wooded hillsides and open farmland. Chesapeake sits where Symmes Creek meets the Ohio River, directly across from Huntington,
2 ¥ The creek widens and slows in places, creating calm pools great for fishing or drifting. Look for West Virginia. Before the Civil War, people escaping slavery crossed the river near this point and

Arabia to Aid- 8.4 Miles: beaver activity along the banks, gnawed trees and occasional lodges are common. The valley followed‘Symmes Creek northward through forty mn]e§ of forest to reach Po‘ke Patch, a free
This i the longest and most remote segment. You'll paddle through some of the most scenic opens up with views of the rolling hills of central Lawrence County. community near the headwaters where Lawrence, Gallia, and Jackson counties meet. Rock

stretches of the Wayne National Forest, with sandstone outcrops along the banks and mature ?:‘:ma“gskmng "‘“h“““ P'l"":“"d 5’“’:‘“’" - ‘h?‘;“"‘ey The f“f” trail from :f‘“b‘: ©
forest overhead. One of the trail’s two small riffles s on this scction. Watch for deer, turkey, and esapeake traces the same landscape that shaped these stories of courage and freedom.
great blue herons.
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By leveraging the work that is already underway at four key
locations along the river, the existing boat launch points, designated
multimodal routes between Ironton and Rome, and a few strategic
interventions this proposal imagines a connected waterfront that
offers an authentic, accessible water experience for residents and
visitors alike.

The Vision

Lawrence County, "Ohio's Southern Coast", is home to more than 50 miles of Ohio N
riverfront, rolling Appalachian hills, and a network of small, close-knit river towns \::\\\\}33‘,
with character and untapped potential. By building and connecting existing trails ‘Q‘ E
and parks that bring residents and visitors to the water, reactivating vacant land ) .
for housing and agriculture, strengthening local food systems, growing new jobs \
and educational pathways, and designing resilient, flood-adapted spaces across
Ironton, South Point, Burlington, Chesapeake, Proctorville, Rome and Athalia, the
plans come together as a shared vision: a Lawrence County where the river fuels a
more connected, prosperous, and vibrant Southern Coast.

N
R

» Theriver/trail as connective infrastructure

Whether it's a water trail, a land trail network, or trail-connected parks, the
act of intentionally linking riverfront towns - Ironton, South Point, Burlington,
Chesapeake, Proctorville, Rome, and Athalia - to each other and to the water is
centraltothe plan.

» Small, tactical, catalytic interventions

The master plan favors reusing existing underutilized assets (public land, vacant
lots, empty gas stations, abandoned factories, underused parking lots, existing
plazas) rather than large greenfield development. Housing, jobs, parks, trails,

Ohio River Corridor Map
Source: ESRI ArcGIS & various student projects
r=—aAa

| | Municipality Boundary

environmental remediation, and community development in Ironton, South Point, i

Chesapeake, Proctorville, and Rome are key considerations. || Township Boundary
» Resilience and equity i

Flood adaptation (levees, floodplain storage, amphibious housing, flood-safe |L J Opportunity Zone

25Miles

siting) and social equity (food-insecure households, affordable/attainable
housing, small-scale entrepreneurship, education-to-career pipelines) are non-
negotiable constraints.

Wayne National Forest

e County Boundary
—(# = State Route

——— Municipal Road

1

Ironton

lronton functions as the anchor
town for the riverfront. Main-street
revitalization, trail infrastructure,
housing, education, and remediation
efforts converge, largely because of
its existing downtown fabric, levee-
protected riverfront, within the county's
most populous community:.

2

Connected Ohio Riverfront

Reconnecting Lawrence County to its
riverfront is the catalyst in this proposal.
This approach activates the riverfront
by extending the water trail, clarifying
the alignment for a land-side multiuse
trailand nodal developments in existing
riverfront communities.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

3

Union-Rome Park

Located in Proctorville, not far from
the scenic Ohio River, this public asset
is proposed to be a primary catalyst
for attracting and retaining young
families while serving more than
9,000 residents in Union and Rome
Townships.

.

+HHH  Railroad Line

[ Ohio River
e Creek
ﬂ Furnace

* Existing Projects

f Proposed Trail Project

* Proposed Improvement Project

* Proposed Green Infrastructure Project

* Proposed Blue Infrastrucutre Project

South Corridor | Along The River (cont.)
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Ironton has the foundations to reconnect with the
river, rivertowns, and visitors. Its strong street grid,
historic sites, and beloved community events are
assets to build on. This plan guides that growth
across four areas: the waterfront, downtown,
connections, and tourism. Each is phased
over time, from quick early wins to long-term
transformation.

» Waterfront: The existing floodwall protects the city
from flooding but effectively severs its connection to the
Ohio River. The proposal calls for a short-term (5-year)
Downtown Riverfront Park featuring greenspace, an
amphitheater, a marina, and a riverboat dock. Intermediate
and long-term phases would expand this by acquiring
additional riverfront land, replacing sections of the wall
with a "green’ river wall, and adding a connective bike path
linking the new parks.

M

City: Vacancy in the Central Business District is identified
as a core weakness. Redevelopment is phased by target
area: in the short term (0-5 years), a pedestrian-only
arts district on 3rd Street anchored by the restoration of
the RO-NA Theater, along with bike rentals and public
art installations; in the intermediate term (515 years),
infill housing (duplexes and small apartments) and new
pocket parks; and in the long term (15+ years), larger parks,
Underground Railroad heritage sites, hotels, coffee shops,
and specialty retail.

The Waterloo Wonders

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

»

M

Connections: Ironton benefits from a strong internal street
grid but remains car-dependent, with poor connections
to the rest of Lawrence County and neighboring towns.
A three-step bicycle network is proposed: (1) link the
Moulton's Field trailhead to downtown via Railroad Street;
(2) route cyclists through 2nd and 3rd Streets via a key
transitional turn; and (3) extend the network east toward
South Point, with a spur connecting local schools.

Tourism: The plan recommends building on existing draws
— the Memorial Day Parade, the "Thunder on the River"
motorcycle rally, Underground Railroad sites, and fishing/
catfish tournaments — while expanding non-conventional
lodging options (Airbnbs, conversions of vacant upper
floors), establishing a riverboat stop, and widening
sidewalks to better connect hotels to downtown.

McKenzie Long
cam USA Spf'-.n‘r.-e r

How Does Ironton Fit Into
Lawrence County?

Most major roads in Lawrence County connect
directly to Ironton via Automobile

However, connections between Ironton and the
rest of the county are nonexistent and unsafe
 Routes into the forest are generally county
roads with higher speed limits
= Connections to the eastern towns are also on
either state highways or high speed county
roads

o There is an effort to create a Rails to Trails path
into the forest, but east-west connection is still
needed

DOWNTOWN IRONTON

-' Couriss —|,_ T W—

i

- I 3rd Street
= ’ L8

l Goal of the Project |

Reimaging Downtown Ironton
into a destination. As dovintown
Ironton sees more investment,
conditions forfuther
development could radiate
further into town |

ail e

ia

. Adaptive Reuse Buildings l

! Downtown Arts District
—

| .‘]?} Riverfront Park & Riverboat Stop

ADAPTIVE REUSE @ ©
DOWNTOWN HOTEL & AMENITIES HUB

+ Ironton has an array of large buildings in the downtown
core that we suspect aren't being utilized to their full
potential
o These buildings are 3 examples, including the Brumberg

Building that has seen funding for restoration in the past

* Reusing these buildings will be a key piece to addressing

downtown vacancies

RIVERBOAT STOP © ©®

AN UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY TO
BRING TOURISM TO IRONTON

« Ironton is advocating for a Riverboat Stop
along the many Ohio River Riverboat
Cruises

« Ironton's Riverfront Park offers ideal
location for a stop leading right into
downtown

Downtown Ironton
PLAN7007 | Fall 2025
Kenny Smith

A phased vision to remake downtown Ironton as a regional
destination by improving access, activating the riverfront,
reusing vacant historic buildings, and expanding housing
and public space. It identifies a key mobility gap: while major
roads connect Lawrence County to Ironton by car, multimodal
connections to the forest and eastern towns are limited, making
trails and east-west links important. The plan also identifies a
proposed riverboat stop on the Ohio River as a tourism gateway
into downtown, supported by an amphitheater and boat
launch and calls for adaptive reuse of underutilized downtown
buildings, including the Brumberg Building, into a hotel and
amenities hub to reduce vacancies.

Short Term (0-5 Years)

What Do We Want Here

ses, things that
from the rest of

Secondary businesses
31 Street Arts District/Temporary
Pedestrian area

Start with estoration o the RO-NA Theater

e

Intermediate Term (5-15
Years)

What Do We Want Here
* Infill development. Smaller
Mul

* Pocket Parks, places for residents
torelax

What We Want Here
« Larger parks
« Historic Spaces
* Underground Railroad Sites are in here
* Coffee Shops
* Outdoor specialty stores, preferably near
hotels

South | Ironton
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ASPIRATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
NHAT FORM DO THESE TYPOLOGIES TAKE?

Ironton's Main Street MAIN STREET 9
PLAN4041|Spring 2026 ‘%m._-...wm.,,..w i
Aiden Hunicutt | Aidyn Kinney | B skt deplesmiaget

Eljiah Milner | Sophia Gartland

A framework for revitalizing
community corridors along the
Ohio River in Lawrence County.

The proposed long-term vision for 9 SUBURBAN RES.
Ironton'smain streetemphasizesa o O
q 0 Migdlmu-e .lhl o e
pedestrian-oriented streetscape, * EIuI 08 Kcand Deeee lrgar KcMicos of Kime
Curnpninﬂ Existing Conditions:

stronger local business activity,
new housing and investment,

Pllaces ponmecing cthar pririy s
= Zorss characierlzed by aimost enchsshesty single lamily housing

Cnrnpo‘lng Existing Conditions:
Mwﬁmﬂ-nﬂm roa and publo apace

community programming, and 7 BIG BOX DEVELOPMENT
trail connections. ““;;"_M,__.___ i .
* Dowge rermoves buaern i o

Gompaling Emngcmmnons.
* AJREE WITY KIS DN SNHGE MSar T OBMIST OF TS DOMITLnNGE

Ealiebiregn sl By wiowt frestiong paarhieg kot

COMMUNITY NODE @

Form:
+ Local busiesees, chusches. parka, and offter
prement

okl b

it PO, PoESeTVE CORMLITY Siaad

Compilling Existing Condilions:
* Aewan with Figh commg iy presence

e morg ol busingss

PROJECT OUTLINE

| padestrians iy streel-scape
o densification and
{ community focused

e tradl

'LONG TEHM A&PIHM'ION& <. ¥
IRON’IFBN MAIN STREET s

STRATEGIES

1. sPEAKER'S PLAZA

The fallowing subprojects should

ba undartakan to propect goals and
county-wide goals.

&

Mumi Piacemaidng

Doy ok e oYY, maks e
etea lanl Lnive ond social

Plaza Creation

PP OB SO0 BPASES, CRA Naa
T o A N SN S
Tradl Laying

Conpeci Te maiersirest logeffes. promiee
bk trel, B s EiTaeECHTY.

Foad Diling

¥ pedentrians, promcts buinag

w::vdmnmmmﬂv: 3. TRAIL sPINE (FINAL]
mtili T

L]

LS PAING FAFtEats, COUle e MU
amily reskiental ssce

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

DETERMINING SUITABLE SITES

PRELIMINARY DATA THAT IS IMPORTANT WHEN CONSIDERING WHERE TO DEVELOP.

IRONTON SOUTH PONT BURLINGTON

3 PRIVATE LOADING DOCK -
e B

' PUBLIC BOAT LAUNCH

p GROCERY STORE

? LoDGNG @ N
COMMERCIAL NODES == - " = Q %

HIGH TRAFFIC SHORELINE

T

@,

URBAN SHORELINE
B s7AnDARD sHORELINE

B seesrorene

CHESAPEAKE

PROCTERVILLE

PUBLIC RIVERBOAT DOCK
CENTRAL IRONTON | 11 ACRES

GOALS: - Maintaining the beauty of the riverfront
- Riverboat operations are as efficient as possible
- Attractive destination for non-riverboat users

F= PEORIA, IL - RIVERBOAT + PARK

While a lot of riverboat docks in the US are
= not incorporated into parks and instead abut
large waterfront parking lots, some cities can
serve as good examples of parks with riverboat
infrastructure. Peoria is a great example and

was used as inspiration for the design Ensuring sight lines both to docked

riverboats and opposing shoreline for
nlookers.

ST LOUIS, MI - RIVERBOAT INFRASTRUCTURE

Inspiration was taken from St. Louis’ Riverboat
infrastructure when designing for Ironton. This
design allows for an efficient use of space and
easy arrival and departures for riverboats.

PADUCAH, KY - FLOOD WALL

In Paducah, officials addressed the inevitable
problem of a flood wall detracting from the
riverfront, by making the flood wall itself a
_— destination. The flood wall has a timeline of

' murals showing the rich history of the town and
— even has an online tour for visitors to follow.
PROPOSED CONDITIONS

CENTRAL IRONTON | 11 ACRES
Ironton Riverboat Port - Site Plan

RIVERBOAT MAIN ENTRANCE +
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

ROAD ACCESS FOR k — g _ )
RIVERBOATS - = 5 —

RIVERFRONT QUAY

RIVERBOAT DOCK

]
nvenient and Accessible riverboat
access, with a focus on amenities.

J

E el

Inviting riverfront walkway, with ample
seating and lighting.

LR .\r;}j‘r—“—‘
s — = w— - - _
] A e o S
‘ 2SS AN

—
Tinch - 60 feet ;

KAYAK/CANOE

LAUNCH

Riverboat Stop
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Adelaide Sheets | Eli Goan |
Eljiah Vernagus | Margaret Dull

This concept positions Central
[ronton as a multi-use riverfront:
operationally functional for
riverboats while also serving as
a public park, recreation launch
point,and commercial destination.
Ironton's riverfront park could
combine efficient riverboat
operations with public recreation
and commercial activity.

South | Ironton
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The cornerstone project in the Parks, Recreation and Culture
Master Plan is a proposed park and trail system at the intersection
of Union and Rome Townships. Located in Proctorville, just a short
walk from the scenic Ohio River, this proposed first of its kind public
asset is imagined as a primary catalyst for attracting and retaining
families while serving more than 9,000 residents in Union and Rome
Townships.

The Concept

With the construction of the new State Route 7 Chesapeake Bypass connecting
the East Huntington Bridge to State Route 775 in Proctorville, there is opportunity to
create amore pedestrian and cyclist friendly multimodal connection along the Ohio
River via old Rt. 7 from points south to Lock 27. The proposed Union-Rome Park is
a central feature to this trail network that can become a destination for families and
friends to enjoy the natural beauty of the land with active play and pavilion areas.
Secondary trails can provide access to the nearby fairgrounds and public schools.

Resilient Design: Low lying portions of the park land within the flood plain can be
designed with natural features that enhance local biodiversity while serving to
mitigate flood vulnerability.

Socio-Economic Objectives: The proposed park and its associated network of
trails can provide high-quality public amenities and a direct connection to the Ohio

River's natural beauty, strengthening a "live, work, play" environment essential for vy

regional growth and long-term resident retention.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

o =

S . g Proctorville

Ale . e . .
e, _— @ Public River Access
(| = =
N If _,.:%ﬁ = ‘ ¥’
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Indian Guyan Boat Launch

Proposed Site for Union-Rome Park
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TURNING CURRENT ]

i 1w

ROME UNION PARK REDESIGN L
Union Rome Park The Park at 1 Wild Way
PLAN7043 | Fall 2025 PLAN7O10| Spring 2026
Various GabiRagusa

Conceptual redesigns for Rome Union Park in Lawrence
County, Ohio, centered on recreation, ecological restoration,
and connected public space. Shared designdirections include
nature-led park structure, connected circulation, active and
passive recreation, and ecological performance.

A habitat-based landscape
framework that combines native
planting. permeable paths,
rainwater-harvesting canopies,
and experiential Ieaming features
to support ecological health and
everyday park use.

Schematic Diagrams —

Bamgmm i | e, s o LR, B DTS et a1 (A, s g A T i ey -
[EPPH AP S RPN S A P e

T
i
i
P
%
i
L3

. 105 b o Barudes e arfeen armk
APa TR B B A K

Schematic & Final BAEK 113 s TUmE
Schomatic e

PxeoRoL | andg Fovie [Froamammns] PROCTOR LANDING PARK
PLAN7(10 | Spring 2026 B T —
Matt Reindl

e —————r——y

Frograms & Feature Koy

A connected riverfront park system where recreation, camping, wetlands,
and creekside habitats are linked by loop trails, bridges, and accessible
gathering spaces.

Harmony Hill: Reme Union Park Redesign e =
T TR h

@ come damy

@ Sestogisi Con sasiions
W Frisnn i Corovienan
__/)'i s i ity vt

ECOLOGICAL CoNE

Ridgeback Garden
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Ohio River Catalyst Sites
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Aiden Hunicutt | Aidyn Kinney |
Eljiah Milner | Sophia Gartland

Lawrence County’s Riverside
communities offer several
recreation and development
assets, including river paths,
parks, boat launches, an airpark,
andriverfront facilities.

Riverfront Parks and Trails
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Kayra Koprulu | Niamh O'Melia
| Wynnie Serra | Zoe Limbach

A connected riverfront park
and trail system designed to
improve public access to the
Ohio River while strengthening
flood resilience and recreation
opportunities. Guided by site-
suitability and trail-feasibility
analyses, it links proposed parks,
existing green spaces, and
feasible road corridors through
features such asriparian shoreline
restoration, green infrastructure,
detention plazas, boardwalks,
water access, recreation areas,
event lawns, multimodal routes,
and unified way-finding.

IDENTIFYING
CATALYST SITES

Riverside Cormmunities
= Irgnton & Coal Giove | 3,485 Households
= South Paind | 1,192 Househaolds
= Burbngion | 1,041 Housoholds
* Chesapeake | 692 Households
* Proctorville | 236 Housaholds
= Rome | 2,654 Households

Riverside Recreational Assels
©lranton River Path & Park
#Boat Laumches
@lrenton Farmers Market & Splashpad park
@ South Point Park
@ Three Stales Overlpok
@The Commons

H“_“_/ —— N ——

~
!

...... W |

@ Lawrance County Airpark © 3 Maksatrerl A
@Lawrence Counly Riveriront Park — COOTBRemey
RIVEEFRONT PARK AND TRAIL PLAN: A VISION OF LAWRENCE COUNTY

2 4,

Spatial Application b AT
of Sites 5.

These site locations were selected
based on the results of our
suitability analysis, identifying areas
that best support public access.

The trail alignment was determined
by our analysis as well. The routes
shown reflect the roads that were
identified as most feasible.

Together, this map demonstrates
how the analytical work informed
the final layout, resulting in a green,
connected waterfront plan.

epe——— ()

Ohio River

10

— Existing Roads
— Connected Trail
Proposed Parks

. Existing Green Spaces

Inspire | Lawrence County, Ohio | Spring Studio 2026

RIVER AND RUNWAY TRAIL SITE PLAN

LOOP TRAILS

SITE PLAN FEATURES

s b

TRAILTYPES AND PROGRAMS

STER 2 WHAT DOES THE TRAIL LOOK LIKE?

RESPOND TO FL

EXPERIENCE !

* Trail design respands 1o flaed sk of each zone

= Creek and river segments integrate wetland and riparkan plantings o stabdze

barks and sbsart Bood waisr
= Trail highlights umigue characion o axistng assels
* Croatos distines maments along The trail through viawing decks

HIGH FLOOD RISK & CREEK EXPERIENCE SEGMENT

LOW FLOOD RISK & SPUR TRAIL SEGMENT

@anve

5. 1“‘.‘""”"“"‘*‘
i L

LOW FLOOD RISK & RUNWAY VIEWING EXPERIENCE SEGMENT

HIGH FLOOD RISK & RIVER VIEWING EXPERIENCE SEGMENT

SOOI SEATW § FE G DEON
Val i B A 8

STRATEGY CATALOG | PRIORITIES AND OBJECTIVES

Resilient Riparian Shoreline

Integrated Green Infrastructure Network

Multi-Functional Detention Plaza

Mo "‘“"'h ) -..P :
R O " W % " 9" FLOOD ADAPTATION
Civic Plaza Park Neighborhood Recreation Park Flexible Event Lawn
-.\@ -- Tl " :
e ik T .,'8°"  RECREATION AND
_ -
o P (. ACTIVATION
Waterfront Boardwalk Connector Unified Wayfinding System Multi-Modal Mobility Corridor Water Access
v, ‘ e
i A 4 b o " CONNECTION

Inspire | Lawrence County, Ohio | Spring Studio 2026

TRAILHEAD TYPES

STEF 3: ESTABLISH ACCESS AND GATHERING SPACES

WAL NERS & KERS PLAA

T TRALHEAD

TRAILHEAD SITE LOCATIONS

* Two initial siles idonbfied as possitle tradhead locaticns

« Primary trallhead should serve as the main enirance o the
rail

= Exact lozation requires addisional study (lactical
implsmantatian)

OPPORTUNITY SITE: CAR WASH PROPERTY

= Located le3s than & quanas meke irom the premary teaihead

= Curnantly an operating car wash, but in poor condition

= Space lor croathwr placemaking and public arl

= Exasting wahicle parking behind the plaza

= Large ancugh to host events, group rides, and community
patherings.

TRAILHEAD

= Senves a5 main, walcoming anlmnog

+ Dwasignad 1o be simpla, clear, and imyiting

+ Basic amenties: educational signage, wail maps,

WALKERS & BIKERS PLAZA
= Social plaza for wakers, bikars, and community

gy " '
= Supposts weekly bike rides and recreation

ik parking avanis
= Coverad and open seating for users

= Feople 1 stop, gather, and spend lime

River and Runway Trail
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Sophia Gartland

A 2.75-mile loop that links river,
creek, and runway experiences
while responding to flood risk
and airport safety constraints.
The trail system is designed for
walkers and cyclists of varying
abilities and distances. Its route is
shaped by runway protection and
lateral safety zones, floodplains,
and terrain, with an emphasis on
bringing users to the river. Flood-
responsive design includes
elevated boardwalks, viewing
decks, wetland plantings, and
riparian buffers to support bank
stability and absorb floodwater.
Trail experiences include a high-
flood-risk creek experience, a
low-flood-risk runway viewing
segment, a high-flood-risk river
experience, and a low-flood-risk
spur trail to ground-level trail where
flood risk decreases.



Riverfront Parks and Trails
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Kayra Koprulu | Niamh O'Melia
| Wynnie Serra | Zoe Limbach

These projects reimagines the
Ohio riverfront in Lawrence
County as an inclusive, flood-
resilient riverfront destination
centered on recreation, habitat,
and public access. Drawing
on waterfront precedents in
Baltimore and Lisbon, the design
uses topography, views, trails,
and protected riparian areas to
create a park that supports both
community life and the river’'s
natural flow.

PHASE 3: COMPLETE + ANCHOR

CREATING A DESTINATION COMMUNITY CENTER

CASE STUDY: Federal Hill Park in Baltimore Maryland

Shows how elevation can create a protective
and civic waterfront landscape through flood

resilience, panoramic views, and strong public

CASE STUDY: MAAT Museum in
Lisbon, Portugal

Demonstrates how a iverfront building can blend
architecture and landscape through a walkable
0o, civic space, and strong waterfront access.

13 Inspire | Lawrence County, Ohio | Spring Studio 2026

WHAT A PARK NEEDS?

TRAILS CONNECTED This is a top view, comprehensive plan of a
RECREATION - PATH - FLOOD PREVENTION new park to be implemented into Lawrence

County. The intention of this park because
A PARK FOR ALL of the natural size is to have three different i
phases and park strategies implemented into I
the entirety of the area -

-
ENVISIONING A PARI

The natural flow of the park is from the street
view flowing towards the waterfront,
focusing on specific view sheds and leading
people towards the direction of the natural
flowing body of water

18 Plan to Projects | 1a%rsRdd @OUREY ORI SRS 0 ASE S FidiAL 2026

Protected riparian

RE-IMAGINING THE RIVERFRONT Neighborh

Adaptive Design for Recreation, Habitat, and Water Access

This proposal reworks Athalia Park into a layered landscape that combines
community space with the natural environment

The flat upper area supports neighborhood scale ses like courts, open
n, and gathering space, while a series of terraces and winding paths lead
i toward the river.

Accessible routes, overlooks, and reflection spaces line the slope, connecting
the park to the waterfront.

ssible Ramp

The site slopes approximately 30 feet over a 50 foot
depth, requiring a 360-foot ADA-compliant path (1:12
slope) that is accommodated through three 120 foot
switchback within the 300-foot-wide corridor

20 Inspire | Lawrence County, Ohio | Spring Studio 2026

EXISTING CONDITIONS
SOUTH POINT RECREATION HL_JB_l 32 ACRES

PROPOSED CONDITIONS
SOUTH POINT RECREATION HUB | 32 ACRES

RECREATION HUB

- PADDLE DOCK + LAUNCH
- NATURAL POND

- PLAY WATER CHANNEL

- POP UP VENDORS

- RESTROOM AMENITIES

Ly Ll e
SUPER MAJORITY OF FAMILIES ARE 1-3 PEOPLE
ABOUT AN EVEN SPLIT OF AGES 25-84
DIVERSE INCOME LEVELS

VISUALIZING THE PROJECT
SOUTH POINT RECREATION HUB | 32 ACRES

road loop
extension

temporary
floating dock
launch

PHASE 1

QUICK WINS - ESTABLISH
DOCK LAUNCH +TOPOGRAPHY

I
s T 200
BEFORE POND TRANSFORMATION

.
PHASE 2

ADJUST WATER FLOW

diverted

play channel shuttle route restrooms +

natural pond pop up vendor
+dock launch rental paddie
flow lines facility + storing

2
p

ADD AMENITIES +
SEASONAL INFRASTRUCTURE

50’ 200" 94
AFTER POND TRANSFORMATION

=
natural pond

play channel

pop up vendor

South Point Recreation Hub
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Margaret Dull

The South Point Recreation Hub
is aphased plan to transform 32
acres of vacant waterfrontland
near an active barge portinto
apublic recreation destination
centered on water access, family
amenities, and flexible seasonal
uses. Key elementsinclude
flood-responsive design, a dock
andlaunch area, with a future
rental and paddle-storage facility,
enhancement of the existing
pond and adiverted play-

water channel, visitor amenities
and access improvements.



Green Infrastructure
PLAN7007 | Spring 2026
Alexa Krauth

Small-scale green infrastructure
can deliver outsized public value
when cities target underused,
flood-prone, and erosion-prone
sites. The projects combine
practical stormwater and
shoreline measures—such as
native vegetation, rain gardens,
permeable pavement, planter
boxes, gabion walls, and riprap—
with community amenities
including boardwalks, terraces,
fishing access, gardens, and public
gathering space.

PUBLIC © ©
BURLINGTON PARK: GI REFRESH

e

Bryan Park
Native plants
were used to

4 correct bank
erosion &
successfully
managed a
large flood
eventin 2008

Z0-H606Z—=00rw

INDUSTRIAL @ ©® _
VACANT: FLOOD RESISTAN

Grand Rapids, MI

By improving riverbanks |
and restoring natural
features, the boardwalk
development helps to
connect the city with its
foundational waterway

RESIDENTIAL O®
VACANT: POCKET GARDEN

ONITY,
%
Gold Street Park =
Small-scale pocket park on ’q(((\
vacant land that was affordable, (e}
expands access to green space, :

and boosts community pride

O mUOZ—-Hrrw

CHESAPEAKE FOCUS AREA

SIMILAR STREETSCAPE

RE-DESIGN IN MIDDLETOWN,

BIKE PATH ON 3rd STREET

Chesapeake Hub
PLAN4041| Spring 2026
Eljiah Millner

The proposed 3rd Street
redesign in Chesapeake will
create a safer, more welcoming
downtown corridor by improving
pedestrian access, supporting
localbusinesses, adding trees and
habitat, and incorporating a bike
route that connects visitors with
Chesapeake’s main street.



Middle | East-West Connection

This recommendation proposes to strengthen connections between
more northern communities within the county from east to west by
designating a continuous multimodal route that touches multiple
recreational destinations.

The Concept

Lawrence County's transportation network runs largely north-south via the major
state routes. The transportation master plan includes an east-west by-pass
relieving traffic pressure along coastal communities. However, there's no equivalent
to an east-west connector further north in the county where opportunity exists to
connect communities through agricultural traditions and recreational activities. This
east-west corridor running along state route 141 can provide side-by-side access for
biking and hiking from Ironton to the Crown City Wildlife Preserve.

» Experience: The recommendation is to identify and enhance destination points
along the corridor from Iron Furnaces in the Pedro region, through multiple horse
trails including Elkins Creek Horse Camp, crossing Symmes Creek near Aid, and
culminating inamine restoration project in the Crown City Wildlife Preserve.

» Ecology: Three candidate routes were evaluated by overlaying tree canopy,
Wayne National Forest boundaries, and Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) risk
data. The proposed route provides for a defensible design for fire-resistance
construction and emergency access.

» Economy: The most significant proposal is the Crown City Mines restoration
- converting ~2,963 acres of state-owned reclaimed surface mine land into
productive, revenue-generating landscapes including sunflower fields and
mesacanthus for phyto-remediation and biofuel, lavender fields with bee-
keeping, pick-your-own berry fields (native species: red mulberry, plum, cranberry;,
chokeberry, blueberry), and birdwatching zone (notably home to Northern
Bobwhite Quail).

1 2
Crown City Aid

The Crown City Mine Restoration project A scenic edible garden near Symmes
proposes transforming reclaimed coal Valley High School, run initially through
mine land into an ecologically restored,  the school's FFA chapter (with potential
income-generating landscape. This  for Agricultural Proficiency Awards),
prOjeCt combines environmental Cleanup, fea‘turing a "pick_your_own" model and

farming, tourism, and local seasonal jams, ciders).
employment.

3

Connection and Conservation

The plan also emphasizes an east-west
conservation approach that protects
natural systems, expands recreational
connectivity, supports sustainable
settlement and community hubs,
and preserves productive farmland
through local food, agri-business, and
environmental stewardship initiatives.

<A\

N
East-to-West Corridor Map I 25 Mies
Source: ESRIArcGIS & various student projects ——
r—n"
| | Municipality Boundary [ Ohio River
b d
r—=-= ': e Creek
| .
I | Township Boundary B Furnace
| S|
|r - -; o '}2? Existing Projects
pportunity Zone

L —a f, Proposed Trail Project

Wayne National Forest * Proposed Improvement Project

sz Proposed Green Infrastructure Project
County Boundary % Proposed Blue Infrastrucutre Project

— i —

HH+

State Route
Municipal Road

Railroad Line
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East-West Connection
PLAN7007 | Fall 2025
Yurika Ban

A tactical plan to strengthen
Lawrence County’s identity as
a connected outdoor, heritage,
and agricultural destination. It
proposes the #Y_ Lawrence
brand, digital storytelling, regional
partnerships,and seasonal events,
while linking destinations such as
Lawrence Furnace, Pedro, Ironton,
Lake Vesuvius, Elkins Creek, Aid,
Timber Ridge Lake, and Crown
City through trails, water access,
lodging, food,and restored cultural
sites. The planalso emphasizesan
east-west conservationapproach
that protects natural systems,
expands recreational connectivity,
supports sustainable settlement
and community hubs, and
preserves productive farmland
through local food, agri-business,
and environmental stewardship
initiatives.

Tactical Implementation
Place Branding: An Identity to Lawrence County

W h U in Lawrence County

Build your experience in Lawrence County

S

#Y_Lawrence
i)
]

i,

.
[

Collaboration
Appalachian Region,
Educational Institutes

Digital marketing and
social media storytelling
under Y Identity

o

Organize Seasonal Events
Like Horse Riding, Fishing
Tournament, Corn Maze Trail

Regional Tourist
Trip Packages

From ‘Why East West connection’ To ‘Why Lawrence County’

Story Walk in the County

East West Connection: Conservation Approach

| Public Land within 300 m
B Pubiic Land within 100m

Geographic-Specific Policies in the Protected Countryside

Settlement Areas

+ Settlementarea expansions may be permitted into rurallands protected area
System within areas

Natural System

* Protect areas of natural heritage, hydrologic and/or landform features

= Connectivity along the natural heritage features and key hydrologic features

# Prioritizing ini ion in the areas

# Effective approach for the of natiy i the
built-form

Conservation and erosion control projects along the watershed area
Integrate park and existing trail network to maintain and enhance the
ecological features

Protection of wetlands, seepage areas and springs, fish habitat, permanent
and intermittent streams, lakes and significant woodlands with proposed
vegetation protection zone

Agricultural System
# provides a continuous and productive agricultural land base and a
complementary agri-food network
= Promote stewardship for environmental benefits and agricultural protection
. ing local, healthy, tem

« Promoting the sustainability of agricultural, agri-food and agri-product
businesses

CAUVAg Vacant
Ag. Vacant 1

# Collaborate and support the components of the
= Integrate clean energy (solar energy) considerations in settlement areas

= Incorporate policies to facilitate the devel 1t of

ity hubs and p
= Encourage Country Living Experiences through different policies and programs

. 1.Lawrence

: Furnace

| - Viewing Tower
{ - Furnace trial
: - Railto trail

=
H

1

i

i

|

i

i

1

| 1. Pedro i
i - Railto Trail major i
: intersection |
- TrailHead Development i
: - Gateway to Furnace i
(connecting west) !

H

H

i

i

b

i

]

Experience: Place Based Identity L.
- } 2 2
i i
, ]
: |. i 3.Aid i
i | - | I - Symmes Creek
i = 1 ! - Water Access

i 1. Ironton

- Railto trail - trailhead

{ - Business Hub

: - Pedestrian zone - Bike trail
2. Lake Visuvius

: - Water Trail

. - Lodging

2. Paddle & Elkin Creek '
" - Horse Trail :
: - Camp Site

- Hiking

e Elkin Creek ¢ !
e =l - ] A/ L g

o
Paddle § Food & Accommodation

3. Food
- Vegetable Garden
- Local Food Products

;_Luké .y
- Vesuvius - 7 ]
d ! | 4. Timbre Ridge Lake i
4 - Water Trails,

| - Designated Fishing Zones,
. i- Country Accommodations
|
|
| 4. Crown City

|- Mines Restoration

- Agricultural Viability and
i Protection

= Major Tourist Destination
|

i

| LA pa L

T

Mining the Sun: Sunflower Project

FWE, Renevalbie Energy Compary.
e Pessbody (NYSE BTL)

Capacty  BLE GW ot sl enigy
Locanen . Mt - ilinos and

Suitability Model
_I Conservation [
Development [l

Slope Profile
W 010% Wt
>10% Frogect Area . Reclimed Coal Mee
Land
Tirphtal A = DNpONd on Clgaely
Propoaed Ares = Suiface Mines -
50 -3 mores
| Soil Profile Rank
£} Ranking based on plants

=} Penn—Klinesville
channery silt loams
Caw
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Economy:
Crown City Mines Restoration

Sunflower Field

Highly effective for phytoremediation
Utilizes plants to clean up contaminated
environments by filtering, stabilizing,
extracting, degrading, and volatilizing
pollutants from soil, water, and air

Drive tourism and user experience value to
the area

Generate income from biofuel production

Berry Field - Picli—.gour—ou)n (PYO) B

.
e

Crown city wildlife area is home to native
berry like Red Mulberry, American Plum,
Cranberry, Chokeberry, Blueberry

PYO concept emphasizes interactive
agricultural engagement

Generates direct income for farmers and

l seasonal employment opportunities

’
L3

Lavender Farming
Appalachian Botanical Co.
Type: Lavender Field and Bee Keeping

Location : Ashford, WV
Project Area : Reclaimed Coal Mine

Land ~ 35 acres

Proposed Area = 35-50 Acres

E-W corridor

- Berry Field

Native Plants - Red Mulberry,

American Plum, Cranberry,

Sunflower Field

Sunflower as Phytoremediation -
the biological method that uses
plants to clean up contaminated
sites and restore the sites
-remediate Pb, Zn, Cu, Mn
Proposed Area =30 acres

Major Access

Sunflower Project
a strategic collection of solar

and energy storage projects bullt on reclaimed mine
lands

Berry Field -
Native Plants - Red Mulberry,
American Plum, Cranberry,
Chokeberry, Blueberry

Chokeberry, Blueberry
Proposed Area=25acres

Sunflower Field

Bird Watching
Northern
Bobwhite
Quail

Bird Watching Zone
Major Attraction - Northern
Bobwhite Quail (159 count ~2025) 3

Lavender Field
Bee Keeping
(40-50 acres)

Pick-your-own (PYO)
Agritourism

~

# Inthe contouring and grading phase, the land is regraded to restore its natural contours
= Topsoil is often stockpiled to preserve its nutrient content and structure, then carefully reapplied to

the graded land to provide a fertile base for vegetation growth.

# Planting methods such as broadcasting, seed drilling, or hand planting are employed in Revegetation

Restoring Mine Land with Sunflower

Recontouring

Test soil toxicity

Environmeatal
eondition

Restoring Mine Land

FBocowty
Artion

Phase

Harvesting

J' Bio-mining / Phytomining ——— Biofuel

ECOLOGH AL BELTORATION

L]
i BT

Source: Sigurdur Greipsson. (2011). Restoration ecology. Jones And Bartlett Publishers.

Crown City Mine Restoration
PLAN7007 | Fall2025
Yurika Ban

The Crown City Mine Restoration
project proposes transforming
reclaimed coal mine land
into an ecologically restored,
income-generating landscape.
Sunflower fields would support
phyto-remediation by absorbing
contaminants such as lead, zinc,
copper, and manganese, with
harvested biomass offering
potential biofuel. The project
also identifies a solar and
energy-storage opportunity
complementary agritourism
uses including lavender and bee-
keeping, pick-your-own fields of
native berries, and bird-watching
habitat Together, these elements
combine environmental cleanup,
habitat restoration, renewable
energy, farming, tourism,and local
seasonal employment.



Process

~ Lawrence Countys d|st|r_191_geograpmc position
.ﬂ——has allowed for a unique cuﬁure ’[oTIounshfbnngmg
~ inelementsof southerncharm, Appalachian
folklore, with an industrial andmnmg history similar =
to metropolitan areas to the north. It has strengths
and opportunities in its abundance of natural
amenities and strong regional identity. Residents of
the county are wondering how they can capitalize
~ontheir forest, plain, and riparian landscapes,
mthout sacnﬂcmg {he|r tradmons andhvehhood



Public & Private Partnership

Following the Resolution by the Lawrence County Commission for
the development of a connected recreation plan, the University
of Cincinnati, in consultation with STUDIOS Architecture and the
Lawrence County Economic Corporation, proposed a three semester
process to develop a Parks, Recreation and Culture Master Plan.

2025 Summer Semester

STUDIOS Architecture and the University of Cincinnati partnered with the
Lawrence County Economic Development Corporation and Lawrence County
Commission to explore, document and analyze Lawrence County’s parks,
recreation and culture assets as they stand today. Students in the Urban Planning
program course researched and took inventory of County statistics including
population, demographics, infrastructure, access to waterways, trail networks, and
land use. STUDIOS accompanied students to identify potential sites for new parks,
recreation, and tourism projects that could support the county’s goals of attracting
and retaining residents while promoting responsible ecotourism. The group had
the privilege of joining the County Commission and community for workshops to
further understand the needs and desires of county residents.

2025 Fall Semester

STUDIOS and the University of Cincinnati returned to Lawrence County in
September of 2025 to solicit additional input from county residents to help shape
the development of future project proposals. Students and faculty joined STUDIOS
to visit key assets including preserved iron furnaces, the Crown City Wildlife
Preserve, the four state-funded riverfront improvement sites, and the opportunity
zones identified as part of the summer 2025 coursework. STUDIOS and the UC
students subsequently developed project proposals alongside one another to put
forth recommendations as part of the larger Master Plan document with feedback
from the Lawrence County Economic Development Corporation and the Lawrence
County Commission.

2026 Spring Semester

University of Cincinnati further engaged active groups and associations
within the community with the guidance of the Lawrence County Economic
Development Corporation and Lawrence County Commission to garner input
for prioritizing the project proposals over the coming 10to 15 years.

The Ohio Riverfront Studio focused on the approximately 52 miles of Ohio
Riverfront in Lawrence County. A vast majority of the county’s population
reside no more than 1.5 miles from the riverfront in communities such as
Ironton, Chesapeake, Burlington, Southpoint, Coal Grove, Athalia, Proctorville
and Rome. A vast majority of the county’s employment is also located in this
riverfront urbanized zone. While the northern portion of Lawrence County is
dominated by hilly terrain, scenic forested landscapes, and Wayne National
Forest, county residents also strongly identify with the Ohio River and revel in
being the ‘southern coast’ of Ohio.

112 Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

PLAN3031 Planning Design Studio:
Comprehensive/Regional

Shilpa Mehta/Barry Kew

(with the participation of Hayden
Shelby and Leah Hollstein)
PLAN4063 Planning Theory &Ethics

PLAN4084 Finance & Budgeting for
Planners
Chris Auffrey

PLAN7007 Plan-Making Workshop
Shilpa Mehta

PLAN6033/5133 and LAND7042
Greening Cities and Neighborhoods:
Tools, Practices, and Planning
LeahHollstein

LAND7041 Sustainable Sites | Studio
Barry Kew

PLAN4041 Planning Design Studio
Shilpa Mehta

LAND7010 MLA Capstone Studio
Barry Kew

PLAN6029 Community Development
Planning
Hayden Shelby

Resolution of Lawrence County Commission dated April 8, 2025. ; i g
J i

Whereas the Lawrence County Commission recognizes the need for well-planned and [ o -
connected parks and recreation throughout Lawrence County with solid plans to finance - - y
the development, construction, and operation of such facilities; and, Y

Whereas Lawrence County has been discussing these needs for several months making
investments in land for these purposes with additional investments currently being made
by the State of Ohio at several locations across the County with an emphasis on the Ohio
River recreation opportunities; and,

Whereas The University of Cincinnati has a nationally respected planning school as a part
of the College of Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning, and periodically conducts
planning projects to assist underdeveloped regions.

Be it Resolved that the Lawrence County Commission officially requests that the University
of Cincinnati's School; of Planning Select the recreation and park needs of Lawrence
County Ohio as a project whereby a comprehensive plan for parks and recreation be

developed. Itis farther requested that the plan include reasonable connectivity of all
features and a full economic and financial feature to assist in the developing and

maintenance of the proposed facilities.
ot Loyl
SO Legakhe
Dr. Colton Copley, Presioﬁ/“
78 /-}:I pelda

Hrs. Dedfina Holliday, Vice President

I'- 1 E' i
M. Mike Finlw%&r

“This partnership has
unlockedideasand a
future that we would
not have been able to
achieve on our own.”

—Dr.Colton Copley
County Commissioner
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County Visits

On the heels of the opportunities identified by the Summer 2025
students and input from community members, University of
Cincinnati students and STUDIOS Architecture further explored the
unique potential for projects along the riverfront, the post-industrial
corridor, and for connecting the east and west at sites such as Aid and
Timber Ridge Lake.

The group documenting the riverfront sites visited the Ironton Riverfront, South
Point Boat Ramp, Burlington Riverfront, Indian Guyan Boat Ramp, Lock 27,
Chesapeake-Symmes Creek Inlet, and one additional access site near Proctorville.
UC and STUDIOS discussed potential design strategies to drive economic
development, mitigate flood risk, and connect the sites via a land trail. The group
exploring the post-industrial corridor north of Ironton visited several former iron
furnace sites including Vesuvius Furnace, as well as others that have not been
preserved. The group also explored the potential for a rails-to-trails conversion of
the CH&D and DT&l raillines, and broader connections via multi-modal routes along
Route 93. A third group explored the Symmes Creek Corridor and sought potential
opportunities for strategic canoe launch amenities to support improved use of this
paddle corridor.

"Lawrence County is highly unique in its collection of both natural
features as well as its social character. While you might visit the
natural scenery of the county's rolling hills and lush woods, there
IS a personality to the communities that make places such as
Ironton, Proctorville,and even some of the very smallest townships
aworthwhile experience. For these reasons | see Lawrence County
as a place with high potential for growth and enjoyment, both for
residents and visitors alike."

—Travis Clark
UC DAAP Student
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1

Ohio Riverfront

The Ohio riverfront from Ironton to the
historic Old Lock and Dam 27 site in
Rome Township features scenic local

2

Lake Vesuvius & Furnace

A 143-acre water body named after
the 19th-century iron industry, this area
features a historic stone furnace fromthe
region's prominent 1800s iron-smelting
era, campgrounds, a swim beach, pichic

3

Proctorville

Proctorville and Rome are closely
connected communities located along
the Ohio River.

Proctorvilleisfamous as the birthplace of
the famous "Rome Beauty" apple, which
was first grown in Rome Township in

Aid
Attheintersection of Symmes Creek and
OH-141, Aid is a small hamlet and home

5
Timbre Ridge Lake

This100-acrelakeislocatedinthe Wayne
National Forest Ironton Ranger District.
There are over 1,200 acres of Wayne
National Forest surrounding Timbre
Ridge Lake and this area is great for
fishing, hunting, camping, or hiking trips.

Crown City Wildlife Area is an 11120-
acre state wildlife area located in Gallia
and Lawrence counties just south of
Timbre Ridge Lake. Much of the land
comprising the Crown City Wildlife Area
was subjected to historical surface and
strip mining before being acquired and
reclaimed as public wildlife land.

N
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Funding & Maintenance Sources
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The project proposals within the Parks, Recreation and Culture
Master Plan will rely on collaboration between public and private
organizations to identify and provide funding for additional detailed
planning, land acquisition, approvals, construction, and maintenance.
The following section identifies, Federal, State and Appalachian
partnership sources that may be applicable for the proposed

projects.

Federal Funding Programs

» Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

A federal matching-fund program (administered in Ohio
through ODNR) supporting acquisition and development
of public outdoor recreation areas. Typically matches up to
50% of project cost. Requires the applicant to hold title to
the land, making it well suited to publicly-owned sites.

» Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

A federal-aid program funding trail development and
maintenance, administered in Ohio jointly with the Clean
Ohio Trail Fund through ODNR. Supports both motorized
and non-motorized trail construction, engineering, and
design.

» Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)

A federal-aid program administered by ODOT, funding
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, recreational trails, and Safe
Routes to School projects. ODOT has special solicitations
specifically for pedestrian/bicycle projects.

» USDA Rural Development — Community Facilities
Direct Loan & Grant Program

Funds essential community facilities in rural areas, including
public restrooms, community centers, and recreational
infrastructure, through a mix of grants and low-interest
loans.

» National Park Service — Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA)

Not a monetary grant — this program provides technical
assistance (planning, design expertise, community
engagement facilitation) to communities developing trails,
parks, and river-based recreation. No cost-share required.

» Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) / Clean Vessel Act
(CVA) Program (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)

Two related federal programs, both administered in Ohio
through ODNR's Division of Parks and Watercraft. BIG
funds tie-up facilities and docking amenities for large
cruising boats (26+ feet); CVA funds pump-out stations and
waste reception facilities to keep waterways clean. Both
are typically paired with a state match.

» BUILD Discretionary Grant Program (U.S. Department
of Transportation)

A competitive federal grant for surface transportation
projects with significant local or regional impact. Note: this
program was recently renamed from RAISE (Rebuilding
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity)
to BUILD (Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development). Requires a benefit-cost analysis but it funds
at a scale (multi-million dollar awards) well beyond most of
the state programs.

» USDA Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production
(UAIP) Grants

Supports food-access and urban farming projects —
planning and implementation grants for community
gardens, food-access education, and related infrastructure.

» Economic Development Administration (EDA) —
Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance

EDAs standing infrastructure grant program, funding
construction and non-construction projects tied to job
creation and economic development.

Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

Ohio State Funding Programs

» ODNR NatureWorks Grant Program

Ohio's primary local-parks grant program, offering up to
75% reimbursement (capped around $150,000 per county
allocation) for acquisition, development, and rehabilitation
of public park and recreation areas. Open to townships,
villages, cities, counties, and park/conservancy districts
(not non-profits or school boards).

» Clean Ohio Trail Fund

Administered by ODNR, often paired with the federal
Recreational Trails Program in a combined application.
Reimburses up to 75% of trail development costs, with
priority given to increasing trail access in underserved
communities.

» Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program

Administered by the Ohio Public Works Commission
through regional Natural Resources Assistance Councils
(for Lawrence County, this would run through the district
covering southern Ohio). Funds preservation of open
space, sensitive ecological areas, and stream corridors —
including acquisition and related improvements.

» ODNR Paddle Trail Designation Program / H20hio
Rivers Program

The Paddle Trail designation unlocks state-funded signage,
mapping, and brochure inclusion, while H20hio supports
volunteer cleanup efforts along creeks.

Ohio History Fund (Ohio History Connection)

A competitive matching-grant program (typically $2,000—
$20,000 per award) funded partly through Ohio's income-
tax check-off, supporting local history and preservation
projects statewide. Notably, this program has funded a
similar project elsewhere in Ohio — a former steel town's
“Millworkers Trail,” combining interpretive signage with local
industrial heritage storytelling.

» Ohio Arts Council

Multiple grant programs exist depending on project type —
ArtSTART (entry point for first-time applicants), ArtsRISE
(community access/engagement), Sustainability grants
(multi-year operating support), and a “Fund Every County”
initiative specifically designed to ensure grant dollars reach
all 88 Ohio counties, which is worth noting given Lawrence
County'srural status.

» ODOT Pedestrian & Bicycle Special Solicitation

A more targeted, shorter-cycle companion to the broader
TAP program, aimed at projects that can move quickly.
Notably, this exact program recently funded the Ohio River
Way's planning work on a 182-mile Ohio River Trail running
from North Bend to Chesapeake, Ohio — passing directly
through Ironton.

» Ohio Waterways Safety Fund (ODNR Division of Parks
and Watercraft)

Funded by boat registration fees, a share of the state motor
fuel tax, and US. Coast Guard contributions. Supports
several related grant types: Boating Safety Education
grants, Marine Patrol Assistance grants, and — most
relevant here — boat launch and marina construction
grants, which reimburse up to 75% of boat launch costs and
50% of marina-based project costs.

» Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) — State
Capital Improvement Program (SCIP) & Local
Transportation Improvement Program (LTIP)

Ohio's primary infrastructure grant/loan program for
roads, bridges, water supply, wastewater, and stormwater
systems — administered regionally (for Lawrence County,
through the appropriate multi-county Public Works
Integrating Committee district). Not recreation-specific, but
often essential for the supporting infrastructure — access
roads, parking, utility extensions — that a recreation project
needs before it can open.

» Ohio Department of Development — Brownfield
Remediation Program

Funds cleanup, demolition, and site preparation at
contaminated commercial or industrial sites. As of the
current biennium, the state has reserved a dedicated
allocation for every one of Ohio's 88 counties, meaning
Lawrence County likely has a set-aside amount still
available regardless of statewide competition.

» Ohio State Capital Budget (Ohio General Assembly)

Distinct from the competitive grant programs above: the
state's biennial capital budget bill periodically includes
direct legislative appropriations for specific local projects,
typically requested through a county's state representative
or senator rather than through a standard grant application.
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Funding & Maintenance Sources

Appalachian-Focused Funding
Programs

» Ohio's Appalachian Community
Grant Program (Governor's Office
of Appalachia, Ohio Department
of Development)

The program is already funding the
four Ohio River Waterfront sites
through its Wonderful Waterfronts
Initiative. A related, separate track
under the same broader program
— the Appalachian Downtowns
and Destinations Initiative  —
has committed funds across
multiple Appalachian counties for
downtown revitalization, trail and
park infrastructure, and cultural-site
improvements.

» Foundation for Appalachian Ohio
(FAO)

A private philanthropic foundation
making competitive grants across
Appalachian Ohio, organized around
five “Pillars of Prosperity” — including
arts and culture, and environmental
stewardship. This is a non-profit
funder, which may provide for
additional flexibility.

Public-Private Partnerships for
Long-Term Stewardship

Unlike the grant programs above, which
typically fund planning or construction,
these organizations are more often
engaged for long-term maintenance,
land stewardship, and operational
partnership.

» Rails to Trails Conservancy

A national non-profit stakeholder
to help build advocacy, provide
technical resources and has (in some
regions) supported trail maintenance
partnerships and  conservancy
models where a non-profit takes on
some ownership or maintenance
responsibility easing the long-term
burden on county government.

» The Nature Conservancy

A national land conservation
non-profit that partners with local
governments on habitat restoration,
riparian corridor protection, and
conservation easements —
sometimes taking on direct land
management  responsibility  for
sensitive natural areas. Ohio has an
active Nature Conservancy chapter
with regional project experience.

Strategic Partners for Direct
Outreach

These are not grant-making bodies in
the traditional sense, but organizations
worth contacting directly early in
implementation — either because they
control access to funding, or because
aligning with their existing plans could
assist in opening doors to future joint
funding.

» Ohio Valley Regional
Development Commission
(OVRDC)

Lawrence County is one of eleven
ARC-eligible counties served by
OVRDC, which acts as the required
Local Development District for any
Appalachian Regional Commission
application — meaning OVRDC, not
the county directly, is the first point
of contact for pursuing ARC funding
(including the Area Development
Program and larger initiatives like
POWER and ARISE). ARC's current
strategic priorities explicitly include
“Building Regional Culture and
Tourism” and infrastructure.

» Ohio River Way

This non-profit is actively developing
a comprehensive plan for a 182-
mile Ohio River Trail from North
Bend to Chesapeake — a route
that necessarily passes through
[ronton. Their plan is funded by
ODOT and explicitly described as
complementary to the Wonderful
Waterfronts  Initiative.  Aligning
Lawrence County's Cross-County
Multi-Modal Routes and Ohio River
Waterfront Access proposals with
their planning process could open
access to a broader coalition and
future joint funding applications,
rather than Lawrence County
pursuing river-trail  connectivity in
isolation.
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Next Steps

The Lawrence County Recreational and Cultural Master Plan
envisions a connected, phased parks, trails, heritage, riverfront, and
local-food system that turns Lawrence County’s natural, industrial,
and agricultural assets into drivers of quality of life, resilience, and
tourism.

Build four connected corridors:

» Furnace Trail: Convert the former DT&I and CH&D rail corridors into a rails-
to-trails route(approximately 44 miles), use SR 93 as a scenic driving and
arts corridor, and reinterpret historic furnaces through public art, lighting, and
interpretation.

» Symmes Creek Blue-Green Trail: Restore creek health, improve the Arabia,
Aid, and Chesapeake launches, establish hiking/walking links between them,
and pursue ODNR Paddle Trail designation.

» Ohio River corridor: Link river towns with water access, shared-use trails,
pocket parks, resilient riverfront parks, and recreation hubs. Priorities include
Union-Rome Park, Ironton's riverfront park and riverboat stop, and improved
access in South Point, Proctorville,and Chesapeake.

» East-West connector: Create a continuous multimodal route from Ironton
through Pedro and Aid to Crown City Wildlife Area, connecting furnaces, horse
trails, water access, food destinations, and restored mine lands.

Use adaptive reuse and place-based identity:

Reuse rail lines, furnaces, vacant downtown buildings, vacant lots, underused
industrial land, and reclaimed mines rather than relying on greenfield development.
Strengthen the county’s story through heritage interpretation, art, branding, and
events tied to industrial history, the Underground Railroad, forests, water, and
agriculture.

Make resilience integral to development:

Use native planting, erosion control, green infrastructure, permeable surfaces, flood-
adapted parks, riparian buffers, and flood-safe siting. These measures address
streambank erosion, river flooding, habitat protection, and runoff while improving
recreation.

Grow an agriculture-and-tourism economy:

Transform mine land and vacant agricultural land into productive landscapes such
as orchards, forage trails, apiaries, greenhouses, sunflower and lavender fields,
berry farms, and birdwatching areas. Support this with a food hub and processing/
distribution functions in Ironton, community farms, school-linked gardens in Aid, co-
ops, events, and small-business incubation.

Coordinate implementation countywide:

Establish a formal coordinating or steering body that includes Lawrence County,
municipalities, Wayne National Forest, state agencies, KYOVA, community
organizations, chambers, landowners, and private partners, with early emphasis on
County—-Wayne National Forest—State coordination for trail access, land ownership,
permitting, and management. Standardize branding, way-finding, management,
maintenance, and safety across the network.
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riverfront, and

Deliver priority
access & safety
improvements

Build

major projects

(trail, tunnel,

restoration) A
unified
countywide
system

The first phase creates usable access points and Vvisible
improvements. The second phase turns isolated assets into
connected economic hubs. The final phase concentrates capital
on continuous trails, tunnels, mine restoration, and flood-resilient
waterfront destinations after partnerships, operating capacity, and

demand are established.

Immediate priorities

»

Form the coordinating structure

Create a cross-sector steering
committee, with early emphasis on
County-Wayne National Forest-
State coordination for trail access,
land ownership, permitting, and
management.

Confirm feasible projects and
parcels

Map public and private ownership,
prioritize  publicly controlled and
vacant sites, and complete feasibility
work for trail alignments, launch
sites, riverfront access, and mine
restoration.

Launch community engagement
and branding

Build public support, define a unified
county story and visual identity, and
begin coordinated way-finding and
tourism messaging.

Pursue early funding

Target the Clean Ohio Trails Fund,
Ohio Recreational Trails Program,
ODNR  designation-related grants,
state  bike-route  partnerships,
conservation funding, and riverfront/
recreation grants.

Deliver visible early wins

Build the Ironton Furnace Trail
trailhead; repair and upgrade basic
canoe-launch amenities; add clear
safety, mileage, and interpretive
signage; and initiate creek cleanups
and erosion-control planting.

Near-term implementation

»

Complete design and operating
standards

Adopt trail, launch, park, and green-
infrastructure  design  guidelines,
along with maintenance, safety,
accessibility, and  management
policies.

Advance corridor connections

Connect local trails to the rail
corridor; develop the old Route 7
shared-use concept after bypass
traffic shifts; and refine the Ironton—
Aid—Crown City route.

Secure formal designations and
partnerships

Work with the Symmes Creek
Restoration Committee to obtain
ODNR Paddle Trail designation
and build relationships with trail
organizations such as Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy and American Trails.

Start pilot economic projects

Begin soil testing, grading, and small-
scale crop, greenhouse, apiary, and
trail pilots on suitable mine or vacant
agricultural sites; activate downtown
storefronts and a food-processing/
testing-kitchen concept in Ironton.

Long-term capital projects

»

Complete major access and
destination investments

Reconstruct the Dean, Lawrence—
Gallia, and Royersville/Vesuvius
tunnels  where feasible;  build
additional trailheads along SR 93,
Pedro, and Royersville; develop
Union-Rome Park and connected
riverfront trails; and expand Ironton's
riverfront park, marina, and riverboat
facilities.

Scale restoration and local
enterprise

Expand creek restoration, flood-
resilient park systems, mine-land
remediation, co-op infrastructure,
food distribution, lodging, and year-
round recreation programming.

Next Steps
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Case Studies

Trails

»

»

»

»

»

South Portland-Scarborough Connector (Eastern Trail, ME): An 8.2-mile
multi-use rail-trail requiring grade-separated track crossings (minimum 22-ft
clearance, 14-ft pathway width), boardwalks, and extensive wetland bridges.
Estimated in 2006 at $3.64M for trail surface and $4.53M for bridges/tunnels,
modelling a projected $44.1M cost (in 2025 dollars) for Lawrence County's 27.8-
mile DT&I corridor. Demonstrates construction feasibility through similar rugged,
heavily forested topography.

Bizz Johnson National Recreation Trail (Susanville, CA): A 25 4-mile rails-to-
trails conversion along the Susan River Canyon crossing 12 bridges/trestles and
2 tunnels. Demonstrates multi-layer funding stacks (Recreational Trails Program,
LWCF, FHWA, IIJA, state active transportation funds) and economic activation via
annual Rails-to-Trails festivals hosted at a restored depot.

The 606 / Bloomingdale Trail (Chicago, IL): A 2.7-mile elevated rail-to-trail
conversion connecting four diverse neighborhoods with integrated access
ramps, public art, and neighborhood park connections. Highlights how grade-
separated linear trails can function simultaneously as green spaces and active
transportation networks.

Loveland, OH & Little Miami Scenic Trail: A 78-mile paved trail that attracts
nearly 1.8 million visits annually. In Loveland, the trail bisects the historic core,
generating a retail/hospitality district where real estate values increased $7.05 for
every linear foot closer to the trail corridor.

Raccoon River Valley Trail (lowa): An 89-mile multi-jurisdictional paved
loop through 15 communities and 4 counties. Emphasizes inter-governmental
coalitions, lighted architectural bridges, and partnerships with lowa State
University design students for county way-finding and trail-town branding.

Chattahoochee RiverLands (Atlanta Metro, GA): A 100-mile vision plan
uniting multiple municipalities along a river corridor through water recreation,
equitable trail access, historical way-finding, and riparian conservation.

Xuhui Runway Trail (Shanghai, China): Adaptive reuse of a former airport
runway into an accessible, multi-modal linear park accommodating bikes,
pedestrians, and transit nodes.

Licking River Greenway & Trails (Covington, KY): Integrates 14 floodwall
murals, levee crest trails, and digital QR-code way-finding toolkits to interpret local
ecology and industrial history at low municipal cost.

Northwoods Regional ATV Trail System (Aitkin/Itasca Counties, MN): A
70-mile motorized trail network that generates $22M-$30M annually in visitor
spending. Demonstrates collaborative management between county forestry
departments, state agencies, and rider clubs to manage trail wear, drainage, and
multi-user conflicts (ATV vs. equestrian vs. hiking).

The Great Allegheny Passage (GAP) is a 150-mile rail trail running from
Cumberland, Maryland, to McKeesport, Pennsylvania, just outside Pittsburgh.
Built on former railroad corridors, it follows rivers and winds through forests,
tunnels, and old bridges, with a gentle grade that makes it popular with cyclists
and hikers of all abilities. Highlights include crossing the Eastern Continental
Divide, the scenic Salisbury Viaduct, and charming trail towns like Confluence,
Ohiopyle, and Connellsville, which offer lodging, food, and bike services.
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Riverfront Infrastructure & Water Tourism

s » Portsmouth, OH (Waterfront Transformation): Lawrence County's direct

neighbor along the Ohio River secured a $34.2M grant from Ohio's Wonderful
Waterfronts Appalachian Community Grant Program to construct riverboat
landings, amphitheaters, levee murals, fishing piers, and riverside campgrounds.
Inducted into the Ohio River Way in 2022,

» Tennessee RiverLine Paddle Trail (AL, MS, TN, KY): A 652-mile continuous
paddle and water-trail system projected to attract 800,000 paddlers, generating
$104M in spending, 2,000 jobs, and $2.6M in local/state taxes across regional
gateway communities.

& >> Greenville, MS (Mississippi River Cruise Port): A river city with a declining

manufacturing base and high poverty that partnered with federal and state
agencies to establish a dedicated docking stop for overnight Mississippi River
cruise ships. Cruise passengers access local Delta blues museums (B.B. King
Museum), gospel music performances, and historic tours.

I ) Paducah, KY (Floodwall Murals): Turned utilitarian USACE flood defenses into

an international tourist attraction through historic murals, a guided digital audio
walking tour, and annual river events.

» Marina Models (Ludlow Bromley, KY; Lake Cumberland, KY; Charlevoix, Ml):
» Ludlow Bromley Yacht Club: Floating marina/hospitality node driving
nighttime waterfront activity.

» Lake Cumberland State Dock: High-capacity public launch tied directly to
upland dining and state park lodging.

» Charlevoix Marina: Municipal marina positioned steps from downtown
commercial retail, funneling boaters into downtown restaurants and shops.

» Peoria, IL & St. Louis, MO (Riverboat Infrastructure): Peoria models docking

® Y infrastructure integrated cleanly into a public park rather than an asphalt parking

lot. St. Louis illustrates barge and gangway infrastructure engineered for efficient
mooring and changing river pool stages.

» Water Works Park (Minneapolis, MN): A multi-level park integrating historic
flour mill ruins, terraced seating overlooking the Mississippi River, an indigenous
restaurant, and direct paddlecraft put-ins.

» Winona, MN (Riverboat Stop): Similar to Ironton (former industry town with
» constrained development between river and challenging topography), taken
advantage of Mississippi River location for Riverboat Tourism as a “Riverboat Stop”,
including boat tours for local history and wildlife and guided walking tours of historic,
industry-focused downtown.
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Case Studies

Green Infrastructure & Flood Defense

» Tom Lee Park (Memphis, TN): A 31-acre park on the Mississippi River riverbank
that uses elevated landforms, levee integration ("Protect" strategy), civic gathering
spaces, and flood-tolerant plantings to preserve riverfront civic life.

» Yanweizhou Park (Jinhua, China): A 64-acre park at a river confluence

» designed on a "Retreat/Flow" concept. Replaced concrete channel walls with

water-resilient terraced embankments and fully gravel-permeable surfaces that
absorb floodwaters and naturally filter water.

» Riverfront Crossings Park (lowa City, IA): Converted a former repetitive-loss

Y industrial/commercial river corridor into a dynamic 100-year floodplain park with

restored wetlands, native plantings, river overlooks, and trail networks, while
concentrating dense mixed-use redevelopment outside the hazard zone.

» Sea Change: Boston (Adaptation Framework): A coastal/riverine resilience
framework detailing four policy mechanisms: Fortify (levees, dry flood-proofing
for critical assets), Adapt (elevated foundations, wet flood-proofing, sacrificial
ground floors), Move (voluntary buyouts, wetland restoration), and Alternative
Use (floodable recreation corridors).

» Buoyant Foundation Project (Port Maria & Bliss Pastures, Jamaica):
Amphibious retrofit architecture for flood-prone residences. Existing homes are
retrofitted with under-floor expanded polystyrene buoyancy blocks and vertical
guidance posts, allowing structures to rise safely during floods and settle back
down without structural damage.

» Riverview East Academy (Cincinnati, OH): An educational facility constructed
in the Ohio River floodplain elevated entirely on concrete piers/stilts, allowing
seasonal high water to flow beneath parking and grounds without damaging
school operations.

» New Orleans Green Infrastructure Plan: Post-Katrina transition to "living with
» water" using urban bioswales, rain gardens, interconnected canals, and retained
urban wetlands to relieve stormwater loads on mechanical pumping systems.

» Tamnava River Watershed (Serbia): Evaluates Nature-Based Solutions (NBS)
combined with gray infrastructure. Recommends earthen retention basins on
agricultural tributaries, reconnected floodplains, and riparian buffers to reduce
peak downstream flood crestsin towns.

4

Leidsche Rijn Urban Drainage (Utrecht, Netherlands): A former agricultural
district transformed into housing using an interconnected network of infiltration
trenches and retention swales. Safely stores and infiltrates 100-year flood events
into local aquifers without overwhelming regional canals.

» Pontelio Slope Stabilization (Belo Horizonte, Brazil): Stabilized a failing 115-
ft roadside hillside using 130 soil-nail anchor rods, biodegradable coconut-fiber
blankets, and hydro-seeding rather than rigid concrete slabs, allowing subsurface
water to drain naturally while halting landslides.

» Cedar Rapids, IA (Voluntary Buyout Program): Following disastrous 2008

» flooding, the city utilized FEMA Hazard Mitigation and HUD CDBG grants to

acquire 1,350+ repetitive-loss properties at 107% pre-flood market value, creating
apermanent greenway and flood-storage buffer.

» Smale Riverfront Park (Ohio): A terraced, flood-adapted riverfront park in

130 Lawrence County Parks, Recreation, and Culture Master Plan

= ) downtown Cincinnati shows how green infrastructure can work with a flood-prone
. river and illustrates a shift in resilient landscape design, from preventing flooding to
planning for it, which lowers repair costs and preserves recreational and ecological
value.

» Los Angeles County Green Infrastructure Policy Mechanisms: A three-pronged
municipal strategy to scale stormwater retrofits on private properties: Regulatory
(mandated low-impact standards for redevelopment), Financial (stormwater fee
rebates for installing cisterns/swales), and Market-Based (credit trading for regional
stormwater compliance).

» Cincinnati "Re-Leaf" Forestry Program: Since 1989, this city program has

» distributed 26,000 free shade trees across 40+ species to private homeowners,

expanding the municipal tree canopy from 38% to 43% (2010-2020) and reducing
urban runoff.

» Geauga County SWCD Rain Barrel Yard Art Program (OH): Engages local artists
to paint 55-gallon rain barrels that are raffled or auctioned, educating homeowners on
residential roof runoff capture while raising funding for local conservation districts.

» Gold Street Park (Baltimore, MD): A low-cost pocket park built on a vacant
residential parcel incorporating permeable pavers, a rain garden, native pollinator
plantings, and small gathering spaces.

2 » Grand Riverfront Boardwalk (Grand Rapids, MI) & Bryan Park (Bloomington,

 » IN): Grand Rapids deployed rip-rap, gabion stone baskets, and elevated boardwalks
for bank stability. Bloomington utilized native wetland grasses and bioretention swales
inaneighborhood park to manage 2008 flood events.

» Blue Hole Regional Park (Wimberley, TX): A 126-acre municipal acquisition of a
» degraded, private swimming hole. Revitalized through invasive species removal, cedar
mulch recycling, water-quality protection, and limited entry reservations, generating
$300,000 in municipal revenue within two years.

» Boston Emerald Necklace (MA): Designed with a primary motive of large-scale
X’ drainage and flood control to manage multiple interacting water bodies. The design
successfully converted tidal marshes into a connected chain of parks that naturally
store, absorb, and direct stormwater runoff away from vulnerable residential areas.
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Case Studies

Economic Revitalization

» Bentonville, AR (Downtown Infill & Trail Integration): Transformed an
underused downtown into a high-density, mixed-use engine by connecting core
urban blocks directly into regional mountain bike trails, allowing outdoor dining,
pedestrian plazas, and small-scale infill.

» Johnson City, TN (Founder's Park & Pavilion): A 200,000 sq. ft. downtown
redevelopment built in 2013/2017 using municipal stormwater utility fees and Tax
Increment Financing (TIF). Daylights a buried urban creek (Brush Creek) into a
floodable natural amphitheater and covered farmers market facility, sparking
private downtown investment.

» Emporia Main Street (Emporia, KS): Main Street America model yielding
$194M in reinvestment, 2.5 million annual visitors, and an entrepreneurship
incubator that launched ~150 regional small businesses.

» College Hill CURC / OurShop (Cincinnati, OH): A neighborhood Community
Urban Redevelopment Corporation that activates vacant commercial storefronts
along Hamilton Avenue by offering free, short-term brick-and-mortar retail space
("OurShop") for local startup entrepreneurs, reducing storefront vacancy:.

Greenville, KY (Downtown Streetscape): Small-town revitalization focusing
ondecorative brick sidewalks, street trees, period lighting, facade restoration, and
adedicated downtown festival stage for community gatherings.

Asheville, NC (Place-Based Growth & Transit): Demonstrates an economic
baseline where Leisure & Hospitality (13%), Retail (13%), Healthcare (19%), and
Manufacturing (12%) support a $3B tourism economy, anchored by the municipal
"ART" multi-modal bus network and greenway connections.

Elkhart Lake, WI (Slow-Tourism Economy): Reoriented a small lakeside
community toward "slow tourism"—encouraging multi-day stays, historic lodge
restorations, farm-to-table culinary experiences, and non-motorized trail loops.

Guntersville, AL (Lakefront Commercial Node): Clustered local retail, outfitter
services, and dining along a walkable lakeside commercial spine, turning passing
boaters and hikers into downtown consumers.

Green Tortoise Hostel (San Francisco, CA): An adaptive reuse model
transforming underutilized historic multistory buildings into communal lodging
with dorms, private rooms, and shared kitchens to support budget-conscious
adventure travelers and hikers.

Los Angeles Produce Market (CA): A functional master plan pairing large-
scale produce distribution warehouses with a public-facing retail market,
incubator food stalls, and upper-floor creative office space.

Chewonki Foundation / Camp Chewonki (Wiscasset, ME): A 400-acre non-
profit youth environmental camp and ecotourism center operating on low-impact
development principles, featuring solar energy, composting, nature trails, and
watershed stewardship.

» Madison, IN (Ohio River Tourism Hub): A historic Ohio River community

N generating $20M in county GDP, $10M in taxes, and supporting 665 jobs through
river-focused tourism. Built around the annual Madison Regatta hydroplane
races (held since 1951, drawing 100,000+ spectators), historic preservation, arts
festivals, and boat access.
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Local Agriculture & Food Tourism

» Athens County "30 Mile Meal" (Athens County, OH): An Appalachianinitiative
uniting farmers, grocers, restaurants, and farmers markets within a 30-mile radius.
Despite a 32.8% poverty rate, the network expanded food access to 5000+
residents across 7 months and bolstered dozens of small family farm operations.

» 740 Rescue Kitchen (Hocking College / Joe Burrow Foundation,

» Nelsonville, OH): A regional commercial culinary hub that transforms surplus

produce and meats into balanced, packaged meals distributed to schools,
pantries, and shelters across 10 rural Appalachian counties.

» Maryland SARE High Tunnel Research Study: A 3-year agricultural trial
demonstrating that unheated high tunnels generate $31.77/sq. ft. in gross return
over three years (eg. intensive spinach and early/late-season indeterminate
tomatoes). Highlights passive solar heat, drip irrigation, zero rain exposure
(preventing fungal disease), and daily management.

» Forest Farming (Dresden, OH): Cultivation of high-value woodland crops
@ )) (ginseng, goldenseal, medicinal herbs, specialty mushrooms) under native

. hardwood canopies, generating supplemental income from private woodlots
without clear-cutting.

» Kuyucak Lavender Village (Isparta, Turkey): A remote, drought-stricken rural

» Village of 250 residents that shifted into specialized lavender farming. Leveraged

social media to attract hundreds of thousands of ecotourists, spinning off cottage
industries in honey, essential oils, soaps, and guesthouses.

» GrowHaus (Denver, CO): A neighborhood food hub combining indoor
hydroponics/aquaponics, food pantry distribution, and adult culinary/agricultural
job training.

4

Lone Tree Foods (Lincoln, NE): A regional producer-owned food co-op uniting
30+ family farms under a consolidated logistics, cold-storage, and online ordering
system that sells directly to wholesale buyers, school districts, and supermarkets.

Utrecht Edible Neighborhoods (Netherlands): Public open spaces and
fiit sidewalk verges planted with public fruit trees, berry bushes, and culinary herbs

vl » maintained by local residents, enhancing social cohesion and neighborhood food
literacy:.

M

» White Lion Farms Foundation: An agroforestry project that supports military
veterans through regenerative tree crop production (chestnuts, hazelnuts, fruit
orchards).

I Agrarian Commons & Mad Agriculture: Innovative community land trust
o Al AN models that acquire farmland to take it off the speculative market, granting long-
mn;ﬁfw_‘;&ﬁ % FARNERS » term, equity-building 99-year leases to young and regenerative farmers.
Vo = . » Plant with Purpose (San Diego / Global): Combines community-led
& 4 reforestation, erosion control, and micro-savings loans with entrepreneurship
£ i 0

training to reverse rural poverty and watershed degradation.

M

» Baltimore Orchard Project (MD) & Richardson Farm (IL): Urban agroforestry
partnerships that plant and glean fruit trees on public parcels, while Richardson
Farm showcases agritourism through corn mazes, observation structures, and
campfire rentals.

» North Star Shrimp Initiative (Ecuador / Asia): An aquaculture framework
establishing verifiable sustainability standards, protecting coastal mangrove
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Historic Iron Furnace Heritage Tourism

» Buckeye Furnace (Jackson County, OH): An intact, reconstructed 1852
charcoal iron blast furnace in the Hanging Rock Iron Region operating as a living
history museum and park, providing an operational roadmap for Lawrence
County to restore its own historic furnaces (e.g., Olive, Vesuvius, Etna).

» Bluff Furnace (Chattanooga, TN): The excavated site of an 1850s coke furnace
reconstructed as a 50-foot architectural steel replica and public art installation
along the riverwalk, blending historic preservation with contemporary public
space.

» Cooper Furnace (Lake Allatoona, Cartersville, GA): An 1840s blast furnace
ruin preserved by the USACE as an interpretive focal point within an active
lakefront recreation park with hiking trails, picnic shelters, and sports facilities.

» The Trolls (Various Locations): Thomas Dambo is a Danish artist known for
turning discarded materials, mainly reclaimed wood and pallets, into giant troll
sculptures hidden in forests and parks around the world. His project, the Trolls:
Save the Humans series (and earlier “Forgotten Giants”), has placed well over 100
of these sculptures across more than a dozen countries, including Denmark, the
US, Germany, France, Italy, and Puerto Rico. Each troll comes with a story and a
hidden location, so visitors have to hike or hunt to find them, often using a map
or a poem with clues. The trolls are built with the help of local volunteers and are
meant to carry an environmental message about recycling, caring for nature, and
what we throw away. Because they're made from scrap and left outdoors, they're
also desighed to age naturally and eventually return to the earth.

Energy & Reclaimed Lands

» Dominion Energy Biomass Facility (Altavista, VA): A 29-acre, 51 MW
electrical generating station burning local forestry wood waste and sawmill
residue to power 17,200 homes. Generates 30 high-paying full-time operations
jobs and supports hundreds of regional logging, clearing, and trucking positions.
Modelled for the 99-acre LEDC-owned industrial site in South Point, OH.

» Appalachian Botanical Co. (Ashford, WV): Reclaimed a 35-acre mountaintop
removal coal site to grow commercial lavender and operate apiaries, employing
local residents recovering from substance use or economic hardship to
manufacture premium body-care and cosmetic products.

» Global Mine Reclamation Case Studies:

» Eden Project (Cornwall, UK): Transformed a sterile china clay pit into
massive geodesic biodomes housing global biomes, drawing over 1 million
visitors annually.

» Lusatia District (Germany): Flooded open-cast lignite coal pits to create a
connected chain of recreational lakes and marinas.

» Berwind Lake (WV): Turned retired coal company land into a public wildlife
management and fishing area.
» Sullivan Mine (Canada) & Beenup (Australia): Engineered wetlands and
wildlife habitats on reclaimed lead-zinc and mineral sand mines.

» Bear Run Solar (Sullivan County, IN) & Sunflower Projects (IL & IN): 560
MW utility-scale solar installations constructed on former strip-mined coal lands,
powering 95,000+ homes and generating 400 construction jobs while returning
post-mining brownfields to productive tax generation.
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"Lawrence County, located at Ohio's southernmost point, is a
region that has long been overlooked. Upon digging deeper,
however, itis clear to see their untold story of pride and resilience.
Between the painted landscape of rolling hills and winding
streams is a population of people who have suffered fromyears
of economic and social disinvestment. However, the narrative of
the county is slowly beginning to shift thanks to local development
initiatives. In fact, the county has a recent history of grassroots
development enterprises. Among these enterprises is Elkins
Creek Horse Camp, establishedin 2007. This facility was started
by one individual and grew with the help of over 600 volunteers
from around the country. From these efforts, over 100 miles of
horse and backpacking trails have been created in the county.
The success of thisinitiative is a testament to the perseverance
and pride within Lawrence County. Stories such as thisone help
tellthe entire narrative of Lawrence County and shedlightonthe
possibility of positive, lasting change in the community.”

-EllaLisac
School of Planning Student
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